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reported it back without amendment; but, as ac- 
tion had been had upon a gimilar bill, on his mo- 
tion it was ordered to lie on the table. 


ADMISSIONS TO THE SENATE. 


Mr. HALE, from the select committee to which 
was referred the resolution of the 23d May, to 
amend the 47th rule of the Senate, submitted a re- 

rt with the following amendment: 

« Plank tickets, equal to the number of the Senators for 
the time being, shall be prepared, and that one ticket may be 
issued under the direction of the Vice President, by such 
oficer as he may designate, to each Senator at his request, 
on whieh ticket bis name shall be endorsed, and which 
ticket shall entitle the per.on to whom it may be delivered 
to admission on the floor of the Senate.” 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

THE COMPROMISE BILL. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 

for the admission of California as a State into the 


F the Union, to establish territorial governments for 


Utah and New Mexico, and making proposals to 
Texas for the establishment of her western and 


E northern boundaries. 


Along debate ensued, which will be found in 
the Appendix. 

The Senate then adjourned to Monday next, 
twelve o’clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Farivar, June 21, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a resolution; but yielded 
the floor, for the moment, at the request of 

Mr. McCLERNAND, who asked leave to 
make a personal explanation; which, he said, it 
was due to himséif should be made. 

Objection was made. 

SANTA FE. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. I now ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce the resolution 
which | have sent tothe Chair. I am satisfied 
that no gentleman will object to its adoption. 

The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
ows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform this 
House whether Colonel Monroe, military governor at San- 
ta Fé, has interfered with Major Neighbors, Texan commis- 
sioner to organize the county of Santa Fé, preventing said 
organization; whether any orders have issued from the 
President or the Secretary of War, authorizing said interfer- 
ence; whether the original orders to said military governor 
(remain neutral in regard to the contreversy between 
Texas and New Mexico have been rescinded of modified ; 
and whether it is true that said Monroe has issued orders 
for a convention of New Mexico to meet at Santa Fé; and 
Whether, if so, said orders were prompted by, or are ap- 
proved by the Executive. 

The resolution having been read— : 

Messrs. ASHMUN and CARTTER rose and 
objected to its introduction. 

he SPEAKER. Objection is made. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. I believe I have a right to 
know who it is that objects to this resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The introduction of the reso- 
lution is objected to in several parts of the House, 
can only be received by unanimous con- 
sent. 

So the resolution was not received. 

THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. DANIEL. I have risen to make another 

appeal to the House—— 

he SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Dante] will suspend his remarks 
until order is restored. Gentlemen are requested 
to resume their seats. No business will be trans- 
acted antil order is restored. 

fler a pause— 

Mr. DANIEL proceeded. I have risen to move 
that the rules be nded, and that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, for the purpose of proceeding 
on tecnedtinee te Beiense cilehasis: And 

motion yeas and nays. 

Mr. McMULLEN | to the gentleman 





from North Corolin fl r. Diner) to withdraw 
the mation for @ moment; but the object of the 
quent, if stated ue not sutra Ey uke reporter ae 


| 
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Mr. DANIEL declined to withdraw the motion N 
to go into Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. JONES. I desire to be informed by the 
Chair whether a majority vote—— 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- || 
nessee (Mr. Jones) will suspend his remarks until 
order is restored. Gentlemen are again requested 
to resume their seats. 
Mr. JONES. Is a majority vote-— | 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will suspend || 
until order is restored. 
Mr. JONES. If I wait until order is restored, 
I shall have @wait a long time. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will not be | 
heard until order is restored. 
After another pause— 
Mr. JONES proceeded. I wish to be informed || 
by the Chair whether a majority can set aside a | 
special order, made so from day to day, by the 
vote of two thirds of the House. If the motion of | 
thegentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Dawiet,] 
to proceed to’ the consideration of the private ecal- 
efdar, should prevail, a majority can set aside a 
special order made by two thirds. \| 
The SPEAKER. In reply to the point of order | 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] the 
Chair will state that the bounty land bill was made 
the special order for a certain day, and for each / 
succeeding day until it should have been disposed | 
of. That special order is in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. The Chair 
rules, that upon private bill day, a motion to go || 
into Committee of the Whole on the private cal- || 
endar has precedence over a motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
But, where there is a special order pending in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
the motion to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union will, in the opinion of the 
Chair, take precedence over a motion to go into 
Committee on the private calendar. But a mo- 
tion to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union not having been submitted, the 
Chair will entertain the motion of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Daniex,] to go into || 
Committee of the Whole on the private calendar. || 
Mr. JONES. Then I make the motion that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union. 
The SPEAKER. That motion, inasmuch asit | 
is connected with a special order, will have prece- 
dence over the motion of the gentleman from || 
North Carolina, [Mr. Daniex,} and will be first || 
ut. 
r Mr. DANIEL. 
that motion. 
The SPEAKER stated the question. 
The yeas and nays were refused. 
Tellers were asked on the motion of Mr. Jones, || 
and Messrs. Mason, of Keatucky, and Kine, of | 
Rhode Island, were appointed, | 
And the question, ** Will the House resolve it- | 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union?” was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 73, noes 54. 
BOUNTY LAND BILL. 


So the House resolved itself into Committee | 
ofthe Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Ricn- 
arpsoN, of Illinois, in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the bill “providing for soldiers of | 
the war of 1812, °13, 714, and °15, with Great | 
Britain; the Indian wars of 1811; the (Piorida) | 
Seminolean war of 1835, 1836, &c.; and the war | 
known as General Wayne’s, from 1792 to 1795, 
that have not heretofore been provided for.’’ I 

The CHAIR stated the question to be on the ap- | 
peal taken by Mr. Jo¥es from the decision of the | 
Chair, on the following amendment, heretofore | 
offered by Mr. Hupsarp: 

Amend, by inserting after the word “ that,’’ in 
the third line, the following: i] 
The benefits and rights conferred by the ninth section 
of the act entitled * An act to raise, for a limited time, an 
additioual military foree, and for other purposes,’ approved | 
February 11, 1847, shall be and the same are hereby ex- || 
tended in manner as follows: that is.”’ 1] 


Amend by striking out all after the word “ pri- || 


I ask the yeas and nays on 





i 
| 











| two amendments at one time, 
| from Alabama proposed to insert after the enact- 


"New Senne Seeena No. 80. 


vate,”’ in the fourth line, and inserting the follow- 


|| ing? 


«* Who served in the regular army, or in any company or 


command of volunteers, rangers, or militia in the indian 


war, in the northwest, prior to the treaty of Greenville, in 
1794, or in the late war with Great Britain, or in any Indian 
war between the years 181! and 1812, twelve months or 
more, shall be entitled to a bounty of one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, or who served six months or more, eighty 


|| acres, or who served sixty days or more, forty acres: Pro- 


vided, always, That said non-commissioned officer, musician 
or private, has not received a bounty of land heretofore, and 


| is not shown to have been dishonorably discharged by the 
| rolls: Prorided, also, That the bounties herr in granted shall 
| be subject to the same rules of descent prescribed by the 


aforesaid act, and the act or acts amendatory of the eame : 
Provided, further, That no ‘ treasury scrip,’ as authorized by. 


| said act of February 1], 1847, shall be authorized or issued 


under this act.’’ 


After much conversation and confusion, 
Tellers (Messrs. W accace and Wii.iaMs) were 
appointed. 
ir. BURT desired, he said, to ask the opinion 


| of the Chair upon a point of order involved in the 


amendment. He desired to know whether, in the 


| opinion of the Chair, if the amendment of the gen- 


tleman from Alabama [Mr. Hussarp] was adopted, 
it would then be in order to offer a substitate for 
the proposition of the gentleman from Indiana? 

The CHAIR was understood to say, clearly so. 

The question, ** Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?’’ was 
then taken, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 
87, noes not counted. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

Mr. BISSELL addressed the Chair. 

Mr. JONES rose to a question of order. There 
was, he said, another question of order which he 
desired to make upon the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, [Mr. Huspanp.} ‘The 


| committee had now sustained the decision of the 


Chair, that the amendment proposed by the gen- 
tleman from Alabama was not a substitute, (or an 
amendment in lieu of the bill.) No member of 
the committee had the right under the rule to offer 
The gentleman 


ing words, certain other words; and thea, skip- 
ping over certain other wors, he proposed to 


| strike out all the balance of the bill and insert a 


substitute—thus offering two amendments at one 
time, which was against the rule. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no sort of 


| difficulty in overruling the point of order of the gen- 
| tleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Jones.] 


Mr. JONES. And the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee has great pleasure in appealing from the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

The question, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?”’ wan 


‘| then taken, and decided in the affirmative, without 


a division. ; 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

The CHAIR then said, that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Howe,] who held the floor 
last evening at the time the question of order was 
raised on the amendment of the gentleman from 


|| Alabama, [Mr. Husparp,]} was now entitled to it. 


Mr. BISSELL, who had been recognized by 
the Chair immediately before Mr. Jones had made 
his point of order, claimed the floor on thai ground. 

The CHAIR explained. 

Mr. BISSELL yielded the floor. 

Mr. HOWE took it. 

Mr. BAKER said that, by the leave of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania |[Mr. Howe} he (Mr. 
B.) proposed to say a very few words, He pro- 


| posed to amend the amendment, by striking out 


the second word in the first line. 

And (continued Mr. B.) | rise to say, that a8 a 
friend to some principle by which this bill shail 
grant land to somebody, I desire to move that the 
committee rise, for the purpose of having the bill 
referred to a select committee, that it may be per- 
fected, so as to meet the wishes of its friends, and 
make it less objectionable to its opponents. 1 was 
upon the Committee of Public Lands—I am setis- 
fied that with the—— : 

Mr. JONES interposed to a question of order. 
It was, that the remarks of the gentleman from 
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Mlinois (Mr. Baxer] were not in explanation of 
hia motion to strike out that word. 

Mr. BAKER. Then I ask the gentleman—— 

The CHAIRMAN (interposing) said, the gen- 
tleman from I!linois [Mr. Baxer] would confine his 
remarks to the amendment which he had offered. 

Mr. JONES. Are the remarks of the gentle- 
man in order? 

The CHAIRMAN said, it was impossible for 
the Chair to anticipate what application the gen- 
tleman was going to make of his remarks. 

The reading of Mr. Baxen’s amendment was 
called for, and it was read. 

Mr. BAKER (continuing) said, his only pur- 
pose in rising was to say that the bill, after the 
amendment which had been adopted, did not 
anewer the wishes of its friends or enemies. It 
was not likely to reccive that deliberation which a 
bill appropriating so much of the pablic domain 
ought to receive. He was a friend to some of its 
provisions, and was opposed to others. He hoped 
thet the committee would agree to rise, and that 
in the House the bill would be referred to a select 


committee, in order to place it in such form as || 


would not grant four hundred thousand quarter- 
sections, without its being the intention of any- 
body to grant one fourth of that number. 

Mr. JONES said, if the committee rose, it 
would not be in order to refer the bill for the pur- 
pose designated, or for any other purpose. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Baxer, and decided in the negative. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. PARKER moved the following amendment 
to the amendment of Mr. Hupparp: 

Provided, further, That the benefits of the act shall not 
be conat ued as forfeited by the privates and non-commis- 
sioned officers who were promoted to the grade of a com- 
missioned officer, during their service in any of the wars in 
this act mentioned. 

Some conversttion followed on points of order, 
in which Mr. EVANS of Maryland, Mr. HAR- 
RIS of Illinois, and Mr. ALBERTSON, partici- 

ated, 

Mr. PARKER, in support of his amendment, 
said that the object thereof was to secure the ben- 
efits of this bill to such persons as, during our sev- 
eral wars, were promoted from the ranks to the 
grade of a commissioned officer. These instances 
were not so numerous as to increase to any con- 
siderable extent the amount of land to be appropria- 
ted by this bill. But whatever amount of land may 
be required by his amendment, it is one so entirely 
proper in itself that he should add but a single 
word in its support. None of those who were 
promoted during our late war with Great Britain 
were so promoted except for meritorious services 
rendered in the field, and he hoped their merit 
would not now be made an objection to them. 
Justice requires that they should participate in all 
such benefits as we may think it wise to grant to 
the soldiers of our various wars. He called for 
the reading. of his amendment, as he felt sure it 
only needed to be understood, to be at once ac- 
cepted. ° 

e withdrew the amendment at request. 

Mr. ALBERTSON suggested to Mr. Hupparn 
to modify his amendment by substituting for 1813, 
1811, so as to read “or in any Indian war between 
the years 181] and 1842.” 

r, HUBBARD acquiesced in the suggestion, 
and modified his amendment accordingly. 

Mr. JONES moved to strike out in Mr. Hus- 
BARD’s amendment 1813, and insert 1794. 

Mr. McCLERNAND raised the point of order 
that “1813” was not in the amendment, and there- 
fore the motion to strike it out was not in order, 

Mr. JONES modified his motion, so as to strike 
out 1811] and insert 1794. 

Further points of order and great confusion. 

Mr. PUTNAM asked if it was in order to move 
that the committee rise and report? If so, he 
would make that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is in order when the 
gentleman geta the floor to make the motion: the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Jones) is now 
eniitled to the floor. 

Mr. JONES, in explanation of his amendment, 
said that the amendment of the gentleman from 
Alabama proposed to extend the benefits of this 
act to all ihe soldiers of the Indien wars prior to 
1794, and then to the soldiers of the Indian wars 
from J811 to 1842; leaving the soldiers of the In- 
dian wars between 1794 and 1811 unprovided for. 
He appealed to the gentleman from Kentucky | 


| perfected before the committee rose. 





(Mr. Marswart] to know when the hardest 
fought battles with the Indians in the West and 
the Southwest had taken place? Was it not-with- 
in this period ? a 

Mr. MARSHALL requested the gentleman to 
name an Indian battle that had occurred between 
1794 and 1811. 

Mr. McCLERNAND made the same request. 

Mr. JONES replied, if he was not very much 
mietaken the celebrated Nickajack expedition, and 
he believed other Indian contests, had occurred be- 
tween these years. It was proper while they were 
providing for the soldiers of the other Indian wars 
to include these also, and not leave a necessity for 
another bill. He was as zealous, ardent, sincere a 
friend of the measure as any man on this floor or 
in this country. It was, in his opinion, the second 
best mode of disposing of the public lands: the 
best was, to give them to actual settlers who went 
and cultivated them. 

After some conversation, at the request of Mr. 
GREEN, 

Mr. JONES withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. GREEN renewed the amendment, and said 
he merely desired to say a word, to which he 
hoped he should have the attention of every mem- 
ber on this floor. It appeared to him self-evident 
that there was a mejority of the committee in fa- 
vor of the general features of this bill. He therefore 


| made an appeal to the committee, and begged that 


they would allow the bill to be gone through and 
He hoped 
that it would then be reported to the House, and 


| that we should adjourn over till Monday. This 


meeting here by ten o’clock and sitting until four, 
with the thermometer ranging up to 90, was too 
much for our health. 

Mr. GREEN withdrew the amendment, 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said, in lieu of the 


amendment of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. || 


Husparp,] he would offer the amendment origin- 


| ally offered by the gentleman from Indiana, {[Mr. 


ALBERTSON,] having modified it so as to take the 
form of an amendment instead of a substitute. 
Mr. McL. was proceeding to address the com- 


| mittee, when 


Mr. McCLERNAND interposed with the point 
of order, that the gentleman could not proceed 
with his remarks until the amendment was read. 

Some conversation followed, which was termi- 
nated by the reading of the amendment, as follows: 


“That each non-commissioned officer, musician, or pri- 
vate, who served in the military service of the United States 
during the last war with Great Britain, commenced in the 
year 1812, or im any of the Indian wars before or since that 
period, including regulars, volunteers, spies, rangers, sea- 
fencibles, and militia, for a period of not jess than six 
months, and who shall have remained in said service to the 
date of their death, or who was honorably discharged, shall 
be entitled to receive a certificate of wartantfrom the De- 
partment of the Interior, for the quantity of eighty acres of 
land, which may be located by the warrantee, or his as- 
signee, or heirs-at-law, at any land office of the United 
States, in one body, and in conformity to the legal subdivis- 
ions of the public lands, upon any of the public lands in 
such district then subject to private entry ; and upon the re- 
turn of such warrant or certificate, with evidence of the lo- 
cation theregf having been legally made to the General 
Land Office, a patent shall be issued therefor, 

“That in the event of the death of any such non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, or private, during service, or 
alter his discharge, and before the issuance of a certificate or 
warrant, as atoresaid, the said certificate, or warrant, shail 
be issued in favor and innure to the benefit of his widow, 
if living, and if no widow be living, to his children: Provi- 
ded, ‘That no land warrant issued under the provisions of this 
act shall be laid upon any laad of the United States to which 
there shall be a preémyption right, or upon which thege shall 
be an actual setuement and cultivation, without the consent 
of such settlers and cultivators be given thereto, 

“ And provided, further, That each non-commissioned of- 
ficer, musician, or private, who was mustered into the mili- 
tary service of the United States, and served as specified in 
the first provision of this act, for a period of twelve months 
or more, shali be entitled to receive a warrant for one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land, which may be subject to. pri- 
vate entry, under the provisions of the first section of this 
act, and in the event of the death of any person herein pro 
vided for, before the issuing of the certificate, or warrant, 
then the warrant for such land shall issue to the widow of 
such person, if there be one, and if not, then to his chil- 


dren. 

And be it further provided, That each non-commissioned 
officer, musician, or private, who was mustered into the 
aed service of the United States, and served as specified 
in the first provision of thia act, for a less period whan six 
months, shall be entitled to receive a warrant for Soo 
of land, which may be subject to private entry, u the 
provision: of the first section of this act, and in the event of 
the death of any person herein provided for, before the issu- 
ing an Oe ounneners or caren then the warrant for such 
ands to the widow of such person, if there be one, 
ee oe EI aa anes 

“ ed, That the grants of land 
made, and the warrants authorized to be subd and patents 


made under the 


; ninth 

. 11, 1847, entitled «An act Sprcrns 
for a limited time, an additional military force, and for ore. 
purposes,’ so far as the same are not altered by the prove, 
ions of this act: Provided, That nothing in this RL CON LaiNed 
shall he construed to authorize the issuing of a certificare 0 
warrant, to any non-commissioned officer, musician, or i 
vate, for service for which he has heretofore received, or 
hone authorized to receive, under act of Congress, bounty 


Mr. McCLERNAND made the point of order 
that, until the amendment of the gentleman from 


| Alabama (Mr. Hespanp] was perfected, no gy\. 





stitute was in order, and that the amendment of the 
gentleman from Maryland was in effect, if no, 
technically, a aubstikute. 
Some conversation followed on & point of order 
Mr. McLANE said a few words in explanation 


| of the amendment he had offered, explaining thay 


it was, in fact, not his amendment, but the propo. 
sition of the gentleman from Indiane, differing but 


| little from that submitted by the gentleman from 


Alabama. He believed that this amendment re. 
moved all the difficulty whieh now lay in the wa 
of the passage of the bill. He alluded to the dif. 
ficulty which arose under the bill granting bounty 
lands and extra pay to the Mexican soldiers, in 
making a distinction between those who served 
sixty days, and those who had actually served 
but a short time. It was regarded as almost a 
hopeless task, as some of the troops had never 
reached the seatof war. He thought it important 
that, in the construction of a bill which provided 
for giving away fifty or sixty millions of acres of 
the public lands, some eare should be taken to 
free this point from difficulty. It is very import. 
ant to fix the limit of the term of service required 
to entitle claimants to the benefit of this bill. If 
gentlemen are not disposed to take the bill, let it 
be voted down. If they regard it wrong to give 
away the public lands, let them vote against it, 
But do not let the bill be stopped in its progress 
by a difference of opinion. as to the time of service, 
The battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma 
were fought but a few -hours after some of the 
troops sent to aid General Taylor had joined the 
army. So that soldierg,who have not served thirty 
hours, may be as much entitled to the benefit of 
this bill as those who served longer. 

Mr. BARRIS, of Llinois, made a remark, which 
was unheard. 

Mr. McLANE said, the troops had, in some 
cases, not reached the enemy’s country. He was 
one who did not consider the enémy’s country as 
beginning until we crossed the Rio Grande. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order. 

The amendment of Mr. McLane was then read. 

A long conversation followed on a point of 
order. 

Mr. JONES asked Mr. MeLavye to accept the 
following as a modification of his amendment: 

And provided, further, Thatto each commissioned and staff 
officer, who served in any one of the wars specified and 
referred to in this aet, as well as all such who served in the 
late war with Mexico, on application to the Department of 
the Interior, there shall be issued a certificate or warrant 
for one hundred and sixty acres of land, to be located under 
the provisions of this act. And should any such officer 
herein provided for, die before making application for the 
benefit of this act, then the certificate or warrant shall be 
issued to and innure to the benefit of the widow of such 
officer, if living, and if not, then to their children. 

Mr. McLANE accepted the modification. 

Some further conversation followed on points of 
order, after which the question was taken on the 
amendment of Mr. McLane, as modified, and the 
vote stood—ayes 74, noes 39, 

No quorum ror 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, proposed to 
offer an amendment. ; 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved that the commit- 


tee rise. 

Mr. BURT raised the question of order that, no 
quorum having voted, the rule was peremptory 
requiring that the roll should be called, and the 
names of the absentees be reported to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order, 
and directed the roll-to be called. 

After conversation on points of order, amid 
great confusion, 

The roll was called, and 

The committee rose and 


rted the names of 
the absentees to be entered ile the Journal. 


The committee resumed 


The -quéstién ‘ri Jeger 
e recurring on 
ur ee 


amendment of 
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1850. 


The tellers resumed their places, and the vote 

was again taken, with the following result—ayes 
s 54. 

a McLane’s amendment was adopted. 

‘The question recurring {on the ccdendicaah of 
Mr. Hupparp as amended— 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, proposed to | 
move an amendment to that amendment. 

Mr. JONES made the point that the amendment 
of the gentleman from Maryland having been 
dopted as a substitute for that of the gentleman 
re Alabama, no further amendment to that 

amendment was in order. 

"The CHAIRMAWN overruled the point of order. 

After some con versation— 

Mr. JONES appealed from the decision. 

Tne question, ** Shall the decision of the Chair 


“Seas Ts &T aw Sar ‘'w 


taken by tellers, (Messrs. Hittiarp and McMut- 


noes 14. 


ron’s amendment was decided to ‘be in order. 
After some further proceedings on a point of or- 


“ Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment: 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the officers and 


in the Mexican war, either in the Gulf of Mexico or on the 
Pacific ocean, be and are hereby placed upon an equal foot- 
ing with the officers and men of the army engaged in the 
sume service, and shall be entitled to extra pay and hounty 
land, as provided for by the several acts of Congress for the 
benelit of the said officers and men of the army. 


Mr. S. said he had offered this amendment in 
good faith. A memorial on the subject had been 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
that committee had reported a bill substantially 
the same as this amendment. But‘although this 
amendment was the same in effect, it was so dif- 
ferent in phrase that it could not be objected to 
on the ground that it was out of order. 
the provision embiaced in this amendment was 
inserted in this bill, there was little peny that 
the question would be reached before the end of 
the session. In reply to a remark of his col- 
league, that sailors are not entitled to share in these 
bounty lands, he would only say, that during the 
war with Mexico, the sailors were landed and 
fought on shore. They had then no opportunity 
to take prizes. He wished to havea vote on his 
amendment. 

Mr. EWING (Mr. a having withdrawn 
his amendment) renewed the amendment. He was 
opposed to it, and for this reason, thatit would in- 
troduce a new principle in our bounty-land sys- 
tem, which would open the door for the admission 
of innumerable claimants, who have never before 
been considered as entitled to share in these gra- 
wities of land. If we are now to admit the sailors 
provided for in this amendment, we shall have to 
admit also the sailors of the war of 1812, who are 
still more entitled to our favor. He was opposed 
to the amendment, because it breaks in on the old 
system, because it would render it necessary here- 
after to let in the sailors of the war of 1812, and 


stand as the judgment of the committee ?’’ was | 
ten,) and decided in the aflirmative—ayes 109, \| 


So the decision was sustained, and Mr. Sran- 


sailors of the navy of the United States who were engaged | 


Unless | 


| 
| 








because it would require a much greater appropria- 
on of the public lands. There was a distinction 
to be made between sailors and soldiers. The sail- 
ors could make a good deal by prize money; sol- 
| diers had no such opportanity. Sailors also live 
principally on the water, and would not be able to 
do anything in the way of papceving the lands, 
or to occupy them. Thus they stand on a differ- 
ent footi Soldiers have only their pay and ra- 
tions, while sailors frequently draw large sums of 
prize money out of ships which they have taken. 
Sailors may not capture any ships, but their fail- 
ure to make prizes ought not to entitle them to the 
Privileges of this bill. There is a large amount of 
prize money made every war, nota single dollar 


of ie ches i the soldier. 
Mr. E. wi w the amendment, at the re- 
quest of 


Mr. CROWELL, who renewed it. He wasin 
favor of the amendment. He ht it 
the provisions of this bill shou 
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further debate. He desired to have a vote taken || 
on it; and without further remark, he would re- | 
quest a vote on the amendment. 

After some conversation, the question was taken 
on the amendment of Mr. Srawrom, and, by | 
ayes 81, noes 68, it was agreed to. 

epee some further conversatigp on a point of || | 
order— 


Mr. EVANS offered the Atowtag amendment | l| 


to the amendment: 
Provided, That before any of the warrants mentioned | 
herein shali issue or be satisfied, the debts incurred during 


which remain unsatisfied, in whole or in part, shall first be 
paid out of the proceeds "of said lands, whether the same | 


consist of loan office certificates or continental serip, or of | | 


any other indebtedness which was issued to them, and 
which they were forced to dispose of at a ruinous sacrifice. 

After some conversation on a point of order— 

Mr. EVANS made some remarks, which have 
not been furnished; after which, he withdrew the 
amendment at the request of 

Mr. GORMAN, who renewed it. He said: 
Mr. Chairman, | renew this amendment, to say 
to the friends of the bill, that these propositions || 


to include everybody, both sailors and soldiers, || 
itis nearly dead now—you have | 


are killing it. 
already nearly destroyed it. 

The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Evans] 
boldly proclaimed his settled opposition to it, and | 
he is too candid to say that he offers this amend- | 


—_— for any other pyrpose than to destroy it; his | 
ch was intended asa funeral sermon over its || 


ready mutilated remains. It must now be evi- 
dent to all that the moment you altered the bill 


| from what it was when it came from the commit- 


te :, you gave it aserious blow. Gentlemen must 
have observed that the enemies of the bill vote for | 
any amendment to weigh it down. If you want 
the soldiers of the war with Great Britain to have 
this bounty land, vote against any and all amend- 
ments that are proposed. The committee gave it 
full consideration, and decided to give eighty acres 
to all six-months men, one hundred and sixty 
acres to all twelve-months men. This will be fol- 


lowing precedent; and to give it for a less period | 


of service, will be departing from former prece- 
dent. 1 have been devoting myself most ardently 
to get this bill passed; and I would, with all my 
heart, give forty acres to all soldiers ‘who served 
three months or less, and were, during that time, 


in any battle; but all the members on this floor || 


know, that to bring the service below three months, 


and give every man forty, or eighty, or one | 
hundred and sixty acres of land, who were only | 


rafted for some peculiar emergency, and served 


rom five to thirty, forty, or fifty days, during | 


which time they possibly never saw an enemy, is 
to kill this bill dead. Are members aware that 


during the war with Great Britain, there were | 


called into the service three hundred and eighty- | 
two thousand militia and volunteers, and that two 
hundred and fifty thousand of that number were | 
mere temporary soldiers, called out and stationed | 
along the sea-board, in most instances for a few 
days, or one or two months? many of whom were 
at home, and at their work on their farms, and in 
their shops, merely holding themselves in readi- 
ness, if they shou ed. 


Those who are ardently and honestly wishing || 
the passage of this bill, should vote down every | 


amendment to the bill, ‘and keep it as a prudent, 
careful, and well-informed committee brought it in. 

I would be glad to give a bounty to every soldier 
who served his country for but one day; but you 
must limit the time to some reasonable period of 
actual service, or you cannot get any bill passed 
through this ‘House. 


The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vinton] is too | 


candid a man to rise in his place and say, that by 
voting for these amendments, he did not deliberately 
inten i to defeat, and the bill. 

Mr. VINTON said, if the gentleman will per- 
mit me, I will state my motive. The bill entirely 
destsoys our land system—l therefore oppose it. 

Mr. GORMAN continued. The gentleman 
from Ohio, and a majority of his Whig 
friends, have opposed the bill from the start. But 
I desire tosay a word more: The original bill | 

proposes to give bounty land to the six, twelve, | 
a eighteen months militia and v rs. If | 
left in that form, it will pass; if reduced to five, 
ten, twenty, thirty, or sixty days service, it wili — 


TP ihe bill is left'as Se <4 Din vaeage ty i 


it, it 


| during the war, got it like 
the war of the Revolution, due to the soldiers thereof, and | g : wise. 
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will provide for about twenty-two thousand men, 
_ ortheir children, and no more. I desire the com- 
|" wittee to remember that my honorable friend from 
Connectiout [Mr. Wao} and myself, as mem- 
bers of the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
had fully investigated this matter, and searched up 
every law that had been passed on the subject 
|, bounty lands to soldiers; and we found that a 
| soldiers who were mustered into the regular eat 
| vice for five years, got this bounty and extra pay; 
| and all who were mustered into the service for 
So that, if you 
leave the bill as the committee framed it, you pro- 
vide for all the six, twelve, and eighteen montha 
men. 

Lam fully awa thet some of the very warmest 
friends of the bill” have proposed to amend, by 
allowing all who served only one day, to come in 
for this bounty. I know their good intentions; 
| but the past history of bills of this kind is full of 

| admonitions to its friends to keep off all amend- 
ments. And, sir, if it needs amendments, let it go 











to the Senate; and they, having more time and lesg 


confusion, can, and will throw around it al! proper 
guards. 

Messrs. CONRAD, CROWELL, and BIS- 
| SELL, respectively, addressed the Chair, for the 
purpose of speaking, but were unable to do so, as 
Mr. Evans adhered to his amendment, stating 
that he had offered it in good faith, and desired a 
vote. 
| Mr. JONES called for tellers, which were or- 
| dered, and Mr. Govtp and Mr. WaLpo were 

appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellera reported 

—ayes 71, noes 72. 
So the amendment of Mr. Evans was rejected, 
Mr. STANLY moved the following amendment 
to the amendment: 
| Provided, That no warrant shall issue by virtue of thi 
act, until Congress has decided what lands shall be set 
apart for the benefit of the asylums in the several States 
for the insane, the deaf and dumb, and the blind. 

Mr. JONES raised the point of order against 
the amendment, that no law had passed Congreas 
| appropriating land for such purposes as those de- 
| signated by the amendment. 

Mr. HARALSON objected to the amendment 
| on another ground of order, which was not heard 
| by the reporter. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the points of order, 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Measre. 
| Goutp and Miner were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers re- 
\| | Dered:—ayen 49, noes 70. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CONRAD said, he would move an amend- 
|| ment, and he assured the friends of the bill that 
'| he made the motion in good faith, and should urge 
|| its adoption. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

|| Provided, That the benefits of this act shall be, and they 
|| are here by, extended to each officer, musician, and privat, 
|| enrolled or enlisted in any company that was actually raiseit, 
organized, and equipped, in the State of Louisiana, in con. 


| sequence of a call or requisition made by General Gains 

during the late war with Mexico, in order to reinforce the 
| troops on the Rio Grande under ‘the command of General 
| Taylor, and to the widows and children of such as may 
| have died before issuing the warrants. 

Mr. C., upon offering this amendment, begged 
leave to make a few remarks, which he thought 
|| would satisfy gentlemen of the propriety of 
| adopiing it. It was, perhaps, within the reenl- 
‘lection of many gentlemen in that House, who 
| were familiar with the incidents of the late wur 
| with Mexico, that when General Taylor found 
|| himself in a critical position on the banks of the 
Rio Grande, General Gaines, who was then in 
command of the southwestern military district of 
| the United States, made a requisition vpon the 
| Governor of Louisiana for a reinforcement. The 
|| exact amount of that reinforcement he did not 

recollect, nor had he the means now at hand of as- 
| certaining it. The requisition, however, was re- 
_ sponded to, promptly and zealously. The citizens 
of Louisiana, from all parts of the State, even 
| from the moat remote sections of it, flocked to 
| New Orleans for the purpose of tendering their 

services, and of embarking there to go to the aid 
and rescue of General Taylor and his oe thes 
band on the banks of the Rio Grande » 
_ were armed and equipped at their own expense said 
it was within his knowledge that many ofthe officers _ 
| ineurred a very considerable expense, not only in 
_ equipping themselves, in purchasing their uniforms 
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ana tneir novses, but that they even assisted, from 
their private means, in furnishing equipments for 
their respective corps. A portion of them were 


sent back to Fort Jackson, where they . remained | 


for a considerable time. But it would be recollected 
also, that the Administration of the General Gov- 
ernment disevowed this act of General Gaines. 
They declared that General Gaines was not au- 
thorized to make this requisition, and refused to 


recognize the troops that had been thus raised in |; 


virtue of that requisition, to form a part of the 
army then serving in the war against Mexico. 
In consequence of this, those ardent young men 


who had left their homes for the purpose of enga- | 
ging in the war, anxious to proceed to Mexico, in | 


the expectation thet there wopld be some hard 


fighting, were not only disappointed in this expect- | 


ation; were not only deprived of the opportunity 








to distinguish themselves in the war—a privilege || 
which some of their compatriots were so fortunate || 
as to be able to obtain—but lost the sums they had |, 
advanced and expended in equipping themselves. | 


He believed they had never received one dollar 


from the Government as compensation for those || 


expenses or for their loss of time and their trou- | 


ble, and more than all, for the disappointment they 
had to endure. 


He believed that the hardships | 


and toil, to say nothing of actual expenses in- | 


curred by the officers for themseives and the mem- 
bers composing their regiments, were at least equal 
to those of many whom it was the object of this 
bill to compensate. 
sands and tens of thousands, who would be bene- 


fited by the provisions of this bill, if it should be | 


passed, who were not half so much entitled to re- 
he had referred. They came there and enlisted 


of the commander-in-chief of the district, who had 


| gentleman from that State who had addressed the 


|| service, had been provided for. 
He believed there were thou. | 
|| responded to the call of the Governor of the State, 
| in obedience to the requisition of General Gaines. 
|| had never been recognized by the Govertiment. 

muneration or reward, as the individuals to whom || 
|| excluded from receiving bounty lands upon the 
under the requisition and in obedience to the call || 
|| sage of the act, because they were not marched to 


made an earnest appeal to their patriotism. They | 


came there in the expectation that they were to form || 


a part of the army that was to march 10 Mexico, 
and they were most grievously disappointed and 


back to their homes. 


|| trusted that the friends of the bill would discoun- 
mortified when they were told that they must go || 
|| signed to defeat the passage of the bill. 


Mr. MORSE obtained the floor, and at his re- | 


quest the amendment was withdrawn, with the | 


view of enabling him to renew it. 


|; ments and pass the bill, so as to do justice to 


Mr. M. then renewed the amendment, and || 


said, he thought the committee would acquit him 


of any desire to make a Buncombe speech; on the || 
contrary, he made it a rule generally to make what || 
And he did | 
|| ought not to he adopted; but according to the prin- 
the purpose.of facilitating the passage of the bill || 
| but little whether it were adopted or not. 
that it never could become a law. © There was but || 


were called anti-Buncombe speeches. 
not desire on this occasion to make a speech for 


in its present form; for he was perfectly satisfied 


one amendment which he cared anything about 
making to the bill, and if it were in order he would 
be inclined to move itnow. The amendment that 
he referred to would embrace a proposition similar 


by a celebrated writer on the other side of the At- 


were the incention of that House in reality to pass 

the bill, making donations of the public lands to 
those who had exposed their lives in the service 

of the country, the persons embraced in the amend- 
ment that had been offered by his colleague were 

E areneee as any that were embraced in the 
ill. 


General Taylor called for a reinforcement, and a 


|in.the recollection of every gentleman. 
| who served for a period of less than twelve months 





siana for troops, the citizens of that State promptly | 


responded to the call; and within less than sixty 
days, one quarter of the population of that State, 
capable of bearing arms, would have been upon 
the banks of the Rio Grande, where General Tay- 
Jor then was, if they had been permitted to go. 
Six ven ee were there within jess than 
sixty days, armed and equipped, ready.to coéper- 
ate with the remnant of Savanel Taylor's pone 
and at the end of three months, they were told 
that General Gaines had acted without authority. 

Mr. HARRIS, of lilinois, desired permission 
to inquire of the gentleman from Louisiana, wheth- 
er those troops were not allowed to enter the ser- 
vice 

Mr. MORSE replied, that he did not know how 
many of them eventually enlisted. But he de- 
wired to state, that they were treated with great 
indigoity, and this circumstance was partly the 


j 
| 
' 


|| say the least of it, highly improper. 
|| going to make the distribution general, and give 





| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


i] 
\| 


cause of bringing the Government into ridicule 
and contempt. After a Major General of the 
army had caused these men to abandon their 
homes, and to equip themselves for the purpose 
of entering the army, they were told that the re- 
quisition was without authority of law, and that 
their expenses, could not be refunded to them; 
they were told that they must either enlist for a 


As the bill at present stood, he thought he 
should vote against it altogether, but at the same 
time, without any intention of making a Buncombe 
speech, he desired to place the people whom he 
represented, and who had been subjected to heav 
pecuniary sacrifices, upon an equal footing with 
the other proposed beneficiaries under it, in case 
it should become a law. 

At the request of Mr. Hararson, who next ob- 
tained the floor, he withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. HARALSON renewed the amendment. 
He had before him, he said, the act providing for 
the donation of bounty lands to the soldiers who 
served in the Mexican war; but he would not de- 
tain the committee by reading what was doubtless 
Those 


j 


| year or return to their homes, | it is simple in its operation, and, being founded 


had been provided for. And he apprehended that 
all those individuals in Louisiana, to whom the 


committee referred, who had actually entered the 


Mr. CONRAD observed, that those who had 





Mr. HARALSON continued. They were then 


principle that was adopted at the time of the pas- 


the seat of war. And now it was proposed by the 
enemies of the bill to pile up amendment upon 
amendment in order to insure its defeat. He 


tenance this movement, which was evidently de- 
They had 
the power to pass it, and he trusted they would do 
it. He appealed to them to vote down the amend- 


those who deserved the bounty of this Government. 
He withdrew the amendment. 
Mr. TOOMBS renewed it. He said, if they de- 
sired to be governed by a correct principle in regard 
to the granting of bounty lands, this amendment 





ciple upon which they were proceeding, it mattered 
Upon 
the principle of giving to everybody a share, the 
amendment would be a good one. How was it in 
regard to the bounties that were given to the sol- 
diers who fought in the battles of the Revolution ? 


|| They were given only to those who served the 
to that supposed to have been made by a certain || 
ideal personage, Mr. Tittlebat Titmouse, described | 
|| twenty-nine days only, without completing the 
lantic, to give everything to everybody; but if it || 


full term of three years; and a soldier who had 
been in service for two years eleven months and 


three years’ service, was not entitled to receive the 
bounty. There were thousands who had fought 
for the independence of the country—none of your 


| holiday soldiers, but men whd had fought bravely 


in many a battle—who had never receiveda none 
because their term of service had not been su 


|| ciently long to entitle them, under the law, orto 
|| bring their case within the principle which the 
His colleague had very justly said, that when || 
|| now acted upon for sixty years. 
requisition was made upon the Governor of Loui- || 


Government had established, and which it hed 
To change that 
principle now, and extend these gratuities to every 
man who had entered the service at all, was, to 
If they were 


land to everybody, why he would go for it; but if 
it was going to be a partial and half-way measure, 
such as this appeared to -be, he was entirely op- 
posed to it. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
Conran, tellers (Messrs. Cantrer and Corwin) 
were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and, by ayes 62, 
noes 69, the amendment wes rejected. 

Mr. VENABLE moved the following amend- 
ment: 

Provided, further, That the persons entitled to land under 
the provi ions of this act, shall be evtided to den and and 
receive at the Treasury, certificates of debt, bearing interest 


at the rate of three per cent., and rc deemuble at the pleasure 
of the Government, estimating eaci\ acre of land to Le worth 


sixty-two gnd a half cents per acre. { 
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Mr. V. said: Mr. Chairman, the amendmen, 
which I pose ought to be satirfactory io 4) 
the friends of the poor, neglected, and’ galian; 
soldier. It ought to be most satisfactory, (¢. 
cause it gives immediate payment, ina medium 
which can be sold promptly in the marker; ie. 
cause the compensation can be obtained without 
the expense of agencies or locations; because jt 


upon justice, ought to be made immediately ayai). 
able. The soldier’s claim, and those of his 
widow. and children, are filled with interest, jp 
my view. They ought to be paid. The wan 
of those who have been made poor that the 
country should be made rich, ought to be attend. 
ed to and relieved. My friend from Georgis 
'{Mr. Hararson]} acknowledged that from fifty 
| to eighty millions of acres would be necessa; 
| to meet the demand, and this, at sixty-two and, 
| half cents per acre—the price placed upon the 
| lands granted to soldiers in the Mexican war— 
| would be about as much as would be necessary to 
| pay off the debt which the certificates 1 propore io 
issue would be in amount. Some amendments 
offered have provided that the soldiers, or those 
| entitled under them, shall remove to the lands ip 
| order to enjoy the benefit of this land. The amend. 
ment of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr, Hy. 
LIARD] prevents the transfer of the scrip, except un- 
| der certain restrictions. W here is the justice of ye. 


|| quiring the soldier or his widow, worn down with 


years and poverty, to break up and move to, 
new territory, only to find a grave amongst suran- 
ers? 

The bill, as proposed to be amended, requires 
actual occupation ‘by those entitled. | wonder 
how those gentlemen, whose hearts so bleed fora 
soldier’s sufferings, ant! whose sympathies so flow 
out for his descendants, should be reconciled to 
such a valueless offering in consideration of such 
eminent and valuable services. Sir, if gentlemen 
are in earnest, let us give in money what the gen- 
tlemen ask in land, and then our faith is saved in 
the pledge of the lands to redeem the $27,000,000 
loan, and the public creditor cannot complain, 
Nothing js of higher importance than the most 
punctilious regard to national obligations, to na- 
tional good faith. Credit perishes when a doubt 
as to either exists, and the mightiest people be- 
come powerless for their own defence. Sir, we 
hear of the countless millions of public land in 
California, New Mexico, Oregon, and the Mis- 
souri Territory: Gentlemen must know that 
there are no statistics at present by which we can 
ascertain the extent of the claims upon the lands 
included in our acquisitions from Mexico, and 
that in all the wide domain referred to, a large 
proportion is desert or mountain, worthiess now 
and likely so to remain, Sir, let us come up in 
good faith to this work of comforting and reward- 
ing the soldier and his family. Let us vole some- 
thing which will give immediate comfort, imme- 
diate relief; and whilst we acquire credit with the 
country for zeal in this interesting cause, let us 
deserve the applause which we may win. Those 
included in the bill must be much advanced in 
years, and cannot wait long for our bounty. Let 
us not make e nt appeals in favor of the old 
soldier, and end in giving him 40, 80, or 160 acres 
of land, and require him to settle on it or to forfeit 
his claim. f ' 

If gentlemen desire to get rid of the public 
lands, let them say so. If it is determined to disre 
gard our pledge for security to the loan—if it 8 
desirable to find a pretext to squander all this re- 
source for ‘revenue,—I demand a fair chance for 
those who are represented here by me. Let us 
give to every American citizen who will remove (0 
occupy and cultivate for five years, a quarter 
section of land. This would give value to that 
which is adjoining, introduce population and culti- 
vation into the wilderness, and confer a real bene 
fit upon the State; at a rate, in the dists)bution 
all American citizens a have an npc 8 
acquiring a share; the deservipg poor young 
may wee a home for himself, provide, for the 
maintenance of a family; the widow and. her sons 
may make*an independence; and the soldier, his 
widow and his family, together with the deserving 
and enterprising of the young men of the country, 
may all have a share in our common possessions. 

} have not a grants to ae ie 
corpora:ions; | prefer providing for ; 
ple, and am unwilling to aid in making the public 
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ain the theatre of monopolizing speculation. 
wal intended as a source of revenue; ‘but if we 
of this generation choose to be our own executors, 
et usmake @ fair distribution of the estate. If 
the public domain is to be seized upon and wasted 
under alland any pretext, don’t come over the 
shoulders of honorable and gallant old soldiers, or 
make the professed gratitude of the people an ex- 
cuse for a breach of our plighted faith. 

The pledge of the proceeds of the public lands 
to the public creditor, either meant something or 
nothing. If it meant anything, good faith requires 
ys to stand up to the pledge; if it was intended at 
the time to mean nothing, it was a fraud, in which 
we should not be partakers, but make atonement | 
at once, by acknowledging the obligation. ] 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. HILLIARD made a few remarks upon | 
renewing the amendment of the gentleman from | 
North Carolina, [Mr. Vewnasce,] to the effect that | 
he had an amendment of his own, forwarded some | 
days since to the Chair, which he would press 
to avote. That amendment required those who | 
were to be benefited by this bill, to occupy and || 
cultivate the lands granted to them, for the space | 
of twelve months, This would result in good | 
to the Government by increasing the value of the | 
public lands, and the grant of lands would not be 
a mere naked gift. He believed that our right to | 
dispose of the public lands was a qualified one; || 
but by requiring the persons taking lands under 
the provisions of this bill, to cultivate them, we 
should derive some compensation for the bounty 
which we bestowed. If it be true that “* he who 
makes two blades of grass grow where but one 
would grow before, is a public benefactor,’’ then | 
we should derive some equivalent for our gener- 
ous gift. 

According to promise, he would renew the 
amendment of the gentleman from North Caro- | 
lina, but he could not vote for it. 

On motion of Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, | 

The committee rose and reported. 

On motion, by yeas 93, nays 88 


Ordered, That when the House adjourns, it adjourn to 
Monday next. 


The House theh adjourned. 








NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. DOTY gave notice of his intention to ask leave to 
introduce a bill, according to the rules, with the following 
es “A bill to admit me State of California into the | 
Juiou.” 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule,and referred to the appro- | 
priate committees : 


Bradford county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress w pro- 
vide means to evlonize, apon the continent of Africa, the | 
free black population of the United States. | 

By Mt. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania: The petition’ of | 
Googe 3. Kline, of Columbia county, Pennsylvania, asking | 
lor a pension on account of disabilities incurred whiie in | 
the service of the United States in the Mexican war. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of Mrs. Mary@eany, | 
widow of Lieutenant James A. Deany, of the United States | 
Infantry, who died in the service of the United States, ask- | 
ing for @ pension. 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of John R. Kendall and | 
% others, evtizens of Burlington, in the State of Wisconsin, | 
praying Congress to pass a a resolution authorizing the | 
Secretary of the Navy to order one of the national vessels 
across the Aviantic, to transport such delegates as may go | 
from this country to attend the Peace Congress, to be held | 
in the city of enters Gerinany, in August next. 

Also, the petition of Jesse Hooker aud 50 others, citizens 
of Salem, in the State of Wisconsin, praying Congress to 
lake some steps toward the establishment of stipulated arbi- 
(ration or Congreas of Nations, for the settlement of inter- 
hational controversies, 

Also, the petition of William Moore and 25 otne 
zens Of the county of Clinton, State of Ohio, praying for the 
repeal of all laws enacted by Congress fur the support of the 
African slave trade in the District of Columbia. 


Also, the petition of William Moore and 27 others, eciti- | 
county of Clinton, in the State of Ohio, praying | 
trial by | 


Also, the petition of William Moore and others, citizens | 


zens ot the 


Congress to 
jury. 


of 


secure to alleged fugitives the right 


of the county of Clinthn, Siate of Ohio, praying that no more 


slave States be into the Union. 

tian toaarareie of oa iene and ae <ieens 
tate 0, praying es- 

lablishineat and Of freedom in the i of 

the United States, 


Also, the petition of Charles C. Drake and 16 others, citi- 
zens Of Racine county, State of Wisconsin, praying Con- 


peace. 
of and 58 eiti- 


cress {0 establish an international jurisdiction of 
Bridgman 


sens of Fonda 





| izan, and to cease to sell the same to other persons. 
| also asking, as they have not been allowed to remain in peace | 


| 


against the passage of any law by Congress for the recovery 
of fugitive slaves, without right of trial by jury in the State 
in which he is arrested; also, praying for the passage of a law 
declaring the fing of the Republic no protection to the cuast- 
wise slave trade. 

Also, the petition of 30 citizens of the town of Burlington, 
State of Wisconsin, praying that the Secretary of the Navy 
be authorized to furnish a vessel to convey delegates to the 
Peace Convention to be holden in the city of Frankfort, 
Germany, in Angust next. 

Aiso, the petition of E. D. Seward and 52 others, citizens 
of Lake Mills and vicinity, in the State of Wisconsin, pray- 
ing Congress to take some action in favor of stipulated arbi- 
tration, or a Congress of Nations, for the settlement of inter- 
national controversies. 


, Also, the memorial of James J. Strang and others, pray- | 
1 


ing Congress to pass a law, giving the consent of the nation 
that the Latter-Day Saints may settle upon, and forever oc- 
cupy, all the uninhabited lands of the islands in Lake Mich- 
And 


among the people of these United States, that they will be | 


suffered to remain there sep rate from them; also, that Con. || 


gress do, by some public act, condemn in behalf of the na- || olution ; and said committee report by bill or otherwise, 


| 


|| that objection is made to this resolution ? 


tion, the martyrdom of the Saints, and their exile from some 
of the States. And further asking, that Congress take meas- 
ures to secure redress for these wrongs ; and for the punish- 
ment of the aggressors. 

Also, the petition of 41 citizens of the towns of York and 
Paris, State of Wisconsin, praying that the Secretary of the 


Navy be authorized to furnish a vessel to convey peace del- || 


egates from the United States to the Peace Convention to | 
be held in the city of Frankfort, Germany, in August next. 
Also, the petition of Erastus Dean and 27 others, citizens 
of the towns of Bradford, Emerald Grove, Roc 
Wisconsin, praying Congress that the Secretary of the Navy 


from the United States to the Peace Convention to be held 


| in the city of Frankfort, Germany, in August next. 
of A. Ostrandel and 49 others, citizens | 
isconsin, praying for the repeal of the i 
law permitting the flogging of seamen engaged in the United || 
| States naval service. 

Also, the petition of 42 persons, citizens of Walworth | 
| county, State of Wisconsin, for the admission Of California, | 
|| with her present boundaries and constitution unaltered; || 


Also, the petition 
of Sauk county, 


’ 


and for its admission separate and apart from all other ques- || 
Also, praying for the passage of bills || 


tions or compromises. 

for the government of New Mexico and Utah or Deseret. 
Also, the petition of G. H. Smith and 35 others, citizens 

of Sun prairie, county of Dane, State of Wisconsin, praying 


Congress to take some measures for the establishment of a || 
| suspended, whether the bounty land bill would be 


| the first business in order? 


board of National Arbitrators, or Congress of Nations, for the 
adjustment of national difficulties. 

Also, the petition of William D. Potter and others, citi- 
zens of Waukesha county, State of Wisconsin, praying Con- 
gress for the reduction of postage to two cents for each let- 
ter. 


Also, the petition of S. A. Duinnell and others, citizens | 


of Lafayette, Walworth county, Wisconsin, praying Con- 
gress to admit no more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of 8S. A. Duinnel!l and thers, citizens 
of Lafayette, Walworth county, Wisconsin, praying for 


the establishment of freedom in the territories of the United | 
; || States. 


Also, the petition of 8. A. Duinnell and others, citizens 


of Lafayette, Walworth county, Wisconsin, praying Con- | ; , : 
|| gress to pass an act securing to alleged fugitives the right of || hope the House will go into committee on the 


| bounty land bill; we can finish it to-day. 
Also, the petition of S. ... Duinnell and others, citizens || y . y 


trial by jury. 


| 


county, |) 


adopted, 
|| be authorized to furnish a vessel to convey peace delegates || 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the 
| bounty land bill is the special order, and the only 
| business on which the committee can act. 








motion took precedence over a motion under the 
regular order of business. He objected to the 
resolution of the gentleman from Ohio, and moved 
to go into Committee ef the Whole on the state 
of the Union, to proceed with the special order. 

Mr. CARTTER. Will the Clerk read the res- 
olution? , 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the res- 
olution. 

The resolution of Mr. Carrrer was read, as 


| follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing a taw com- 
pelling all craft carrying passengers and navigaling te 
waters of the United States, or saving under the authori y 
of the United States, io be provided with ample and suit- 
able resources of e=cape to passengers, in case of accident 
by fire or otherwise; and further inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making certain custom-house officers inspectors to 
carry out any law im pursuance of the parposes of this rea- 


The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 


Mr. INGE. I make no objection. 

The SPEAKER. If no objection is made, the 
resolution will be received: it can only be enter- 
tained by unanimous consent. 

No objection being made, 

The resolution was received and unanimously 


The question recurring on the motion of Mr, 


| Ince— 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 
Mr. BAYLY appealed to the gentleman from 


| Alabama to withdraw the motion, to enable him 


(Mr. B.) to offer a resolution to make the appro- 


| priation bills the special order, 


No response being heard from Mr. Ines, 
BOUNTY LANDS. 
The SPEAKER announced the question upon 


| the motion of Mr. Iner. 


Mr. MASON inquired, in case the rules were 


The SPEAKER. Ifthe House go into Com- 


Union, the 


Mr. CARTTER. I wish to inquire whether 


| it will take precedence of the California bill ? 


The SPEAKER. It takes precedence of all 


| other business, being the special order, 


Mr. CARTTER. Then [| shall vote against it. 
Mr. MASON. Then I shall vote for it. I 


of Lafayette, Walworth county, Wisconsin, praying for the i The question was taken, and resulted—yeas 89, 


1} repeal of all laws enacted by Congress for the support of H 
By Mr. WILMOT: A petition, signed by 35 citizens of || 


\| 


slavery in the District of Columbia. 

On motion by Mr. JACKSON, of New York, the petition 
in behalf of the heira of Major William Jackson, for com- 
pensation of said Major Jackson as a deputy commissary of 


and. together with other papers, referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 


| forage in the revolutionary war, was taken from the files, | 


nays 85, as follow: 
YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 


|| Boeock, Bowdon, Boyd, Breck, William J. Brown, Burt, 
|; Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caidweil, 


Clingman, Daniel, Dimmick, Edmundson, Ewing, Peather- 
sion, Fuller, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamiiton, Haralson, 


|| Harian, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Haris, ‘Promas bL, 
|| Harris, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, 


By Mr. SIBLEY: The memorial of Charles Careeno, for || Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. 


+ ‘ . 


the paxsage of an act by ( 





Jongress, instructing the Indian \ 
Department to pay from the annuities due the Chippewa | 


Johnson, Jones, La Sére, Marshall, Mason, MeClernand, 
Mc Donald, McGaughey, McLanahan, Pinis B. MeLenn, Me- 


Indians a reasonable sum of money for personal injuries || Queen, Me Wille, Miller, Vililson, Morris, Morse, Morton, 


| sustained by him at the hands of an individual of that tribe. || 
| Rv Mr. POTTER: The memorial of John P. Downs, Pe- | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ter F. Birtenbaugh, Walter Davis; Edward ‘Todd, and Wil- 
liam Lewis, soldiers in the war of 18)2, and the Indian 
wara of the West, for a grant of land to the soldiers in those 
wars. 

By Mr. PHCENIX: The petition of Sarah Kirby, widow 
of Robert B. Kirby, to be placed on the pension list. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The petition of D. D. 


Bartlett. of Marbiehead, for allowance for services of his 


father, William Bartlett, in the war of the Revolution. 


| Also, the memorial of the City Councils of Lynn, Massa- 
chuseuts, that Lyan may be constituted a port of entry. 


citi- 
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consent of the House to offer a resolution. 


it, or anything of that character. [A laugh.] 


Mr. INGE rose, he said, to a privileged ques- 
As he understood, there was now a special 
order before the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, being the bounty land bill, 


tion. 


which continued a 


until disposed of, . 


motion to move to go 


} 
' 
| 
j 
| 


Mr. CARTTER rose, and asked the unanimous 
He 
assured the House that there were no negroes in 


erent order from day to day 
e believed it wasa privileged. 
into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and that that 


Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Phelps, Powell, Reed, Richardson, 
Robbins, Robinson, Rose, Savage, Sawteile, Seddon, Shep- 
perd, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Btinton, A. H. 
Stephens, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thomp- 
| son, John B. ‘Thompson, William ‘Thompson, Venabi«, 
| Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, Weliborn, Wentworth, 
Wildrick, Williams, Woodward, and Young—89. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Bennett, Bokee, 
Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B, 


Butler, Campbell, Cartier, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Crie, 

Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Disney, Dixon} 

Day, .Durkee, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Freedtey, 

Gerry, Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Halio- 
| way, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hibbard, Howe, Hunter, 
| Julian, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 
John A. King, Preston King, Leffler, Liutefield, Horace 
Mann, Job Mann, Matteson, Meacham, Moore, Neiaon, 
| Newell, Otis, Peasive, Phasuix, Pitman, Potter, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Root, Ruinsey, Sackeu, Schenck, Seht- 
| merhorn, Schoolcraft, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Stetscn, 
Strong, Sweetser, Underhill, Van Dyke, White, Whittesey, 
Wilmot, Wilson, and Winthrop—s. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Wholeon the state of the Union, (Me, 
Ricuarpson, of lilinois, in the chair,) and pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the special order of 
the day, being the bill ** providing for soldiers: of 
the war of 1812, 1813, 1814, and 1815, with Great 
Britain; the Indian wars of 1811; the (Fiornda) 
Seminolean war of 1835, 1836, &c.; and the war 
known as General Wayne's, of {792 to 1795, thas 
have not heretofore been provided for.” 


SS rr 
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The first pending amendment was the following, 
moved by Mr. Vewasie on Friday, as an amend- 
ment to the amended amendment of Mr. Hvus- 
parp, (heretofore published,) viz: 

Provided, further, That the persons entitled to land under | 
the provisions of Uiis act, shall be entitled w demand and 
receive at the Treasury, certificates of debt, bearing interest 
at the rate of three per cent., and redeemable at the pleasure 
of the Governm estimating each acre of land to be worth 
sixty-two and a half cents per acre. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Watpo and Powxer were appointed. 

The queation was taken, and tbe tellers reported | 
—ayes 52, noes 71. | 

So the amendment fof Mr, Venasie was re- || 
jected. 

The question recurring on the amendment of || 
Mr. Hussparv— 

Mr. ROOT offered the following amendment to 
the amendment: | 

“ Providel, That no person entitled to the benefit of this ac || 
shall receive a patent for bis Jand until he shall have resi- || 
ded upon and improved the same fur three years within the 
five yeary next succeedifig the passage hereof.’’ 

Mr. ROOT said he hoped the amendment would 
be agreed to; it contained a principle which, if this 
bill was to become a law, he desired to see carried 
out, Ifthe bill was to be passed, granting bounties 
to SO Many persons as were now comprehended | 
within its provisions, by virtue of the amendments | 
which had already been adopted, he desired to go | 
one step further, and grant lands to all persons who | 
were heads of families, and who would become 
actual settlers. He avowed himself in favor of 
this policy; and he hoped that before the final con- | 
summation of the measure, the policy would be 
adopted, that every head of a family should have 
a free grant made to him of a quantity of land, say | 
one hundred and sixty acres, upon condition of 
actual setilement ahd residence thereupon fora | 
certain length of time. This he regarded as the || 
bese disposition that could be made of the public || 
lands. 

But (said Mr. R.) this plan of scattering the | 
land so indiseriminately will lead to land-jobbing, | 
which is already the curse of this country, and || 
which benefi's none but the land-jobbers and spec- | 
ulators. If you make these grants, how many of || 
those to whom the land is granted will occupy the | 
land? Not one in twenty. Without some such | 
amendment, it will be worse for every practical pur- | 
pose for the country, and for landowners all over 
the country. it will benefit only that class who 
are denominated in the city of New York ‘* Tombs | 
lawyers.”” They will be the practical beneficia- || 
ries under this bill. Yes, sir, as my colleague says, 
the jail lawyers, or rather pettifoggers, will be the || 
recipients of these bounties. Sir, you have taken || 
much pains to keep up the price of the public 
lands. When you enacted the Mexican bounty | 
land bill, you ae that money might be re- 
eeived im the place of Jand, and it was made a re- 








j 


} 


| 
| 
| 


spectable sum, in order that the price of the land 
warrants might be kept up; but now you have 
just yoted down a proposition for a similar pur- || 





e-—a provision of precisely the same kind— } 
onty that it fixes the value at a less sum, at about | 
one-half the minimum price. And my word for | 
it, aw the bill now stands, the value of land war- | 
ranta will depreciate so much, that your bounties | 
will amount to 20 bounties at all, except bounties || 
to agents and speculators. How will it operate? | 
Why, your Mexican soldiers, to whom you have | 
given bounties, will have their bounties depreciated | 
to about one half or one fourth of their original | 
value; instead of being worth $100 or $120, they | 
will be worth about one fourth of that sum. You | 
are actually depreciating the value of the land | 
warrants you have already granted—affecting’ the | 
interests of those soldiers to whom you have al- 
ready granted bounties. In no way, except by | 
oe * minimum price for these lands, or | 
confining the grants to actual settlers, can you | 


| presumed of any gentleman in the House. 
|| amendment prevailed, all the lands granted by this 
| bill would be settled within two years after the is- 
| suing of the warrants, and most unquestionably 


| Sir, no one ean be—no one is, more read 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


The question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
Harais, of Tennessee, and Conwim,) and decided 
in the negative—ayes 59, noes 76. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HILLIARD moved the following amend- 
ment, of which he had previously given notice, 
viz: 

Provided, That the persons to whom the said lands are 
hereby granted, shall actually occupy and cultivate the said 
lands for the space of twelve months. 

He desired simply to call the attention of the 
House to the amendment; it required an actual 
settlement of twelve months before the patent is- 
sued. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Vewasie and Duncan were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
ayes 57, noes 66. 

So the amendment of Mr. Hmuiarp was re- 
jected. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, offered the 


‘| following amendment : 


Provided, That no warrant authorized to be issued under 


| this act shall avail the party to whom it may have issued, 


his heirs or assigns, but shall be absolutely forfeited, unicss 


|| said warrant shall be located and the land settled on and 
| improved by a res:dent settler within two years after the date 
|| of said warrant. 


And provided further, That no warrant or 
certificate ghall be issued under the provisions of this act 


| after five yeurs from its passage. 


Mr. BUTLER, in explanation of his amend- 
ment, said he thought the friends of the bill ought 
not to oppose such an amendment, unless they 


| were the friends of speculators, which could not be 


If this 


such settlement would greatly promote the growth 
and prosperity of the section of country in which 
these warrants might be located. 

The question was taken by tellers, Mr. Evans, 
of Ohio, and Mr. Hussarp, and decided in the 
negative—ayes 55, noes 71. 

So the amendment of Mr. Burier was rejected. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, offered the tallowing 


|| amendment: 


Provided, That all the soldiers of the revolutionary war 
who may have served six months in said war, shall be entitle 
to 160 acres of land, and in case of the death of any soldier, 
then the said land may be located by his widow, or in case 


| of her death, by his decendants, preferring the next of kin. 
| Provided, further, That said soldiers have not already re- 
|| ceived bounty land. 


Mr. EVANS rose and said: Mr. Chairman, I 


\| offer the amendment in good faith, in order that 
|| we may provide for a class of men of unexampled 


good conduct; men to whom we owe our liberties, 
our institutions, and all that we have and are. 
than I, 
to yield all honor to the brave soldiers of the War 


| of 1812. I respect, esteem, and revere those men. 


I admire their fortitude and their courage; but I 


‘| am not willing to provide only for a small portion 
|| of them, to the exclusion of others equally brave 
| and equally meritorious, as is proposed to be done 


by those who are the seeming friends of this bill. 

I propose, sir, to test the sincerity of gentlemen 
who talk to us about the scarred and mutilated 
soldier, by offering to their acceptance this pro- 
vision for the heroes of the Revolution, who are 


| still unprovided for, and who, after defending their 


country and their country’s cause in an hundred 
battles, all maimed and mutilated, sit down in the 
feebleness of age and the destitution of want, the 
victims of a nation’s ingratitude. Sir, what will 


|| gentlemen say against this amendment ?—what 


can they say? What device can they start to jus- 
tify its rejection? None! It is the test of their 
sincerity, and of itself will determine whether this 


\| measure is for the benefit of the war-worn veteran 


or of the greedy and grasping speculator, and wil 
land agent. Already you have rejected the amend- 





prevent these evils. [ hope no member will refuse | 
to support the amendment. 

Mr. POTTER appealed to his colleague to 
withdraw the amendment to enable him, (Mr. P.,) 
by renewing it, to offer some remarks. 

Mr. ROOT deciined to withdraw. 

Mr. BOOTH called for the reading of the amend- 
ment. 

The amendment was read. 

Some conversation occurred between Mr. Por- 
rek and the Chairman, as to the state of the ques- 
tion. 

an 


ment offered by the gentléman from North Caro- 
lina, (Mr. Mubipins providing for the payment 
to the soldiers in money, if he desire it, at the rate 
of sixty two and a half cents per acre—a provision 
precisely similar to that made for the soldiers of 
the Mexican War. It is by the rejection of this 
amendment, among others, that you have made the 
soldier doubly liable to be the victim of the s 

ulator. In his old age he is unable to peedeed-ae 
the distant western States to locate his warrants. 
You have refused to permit the Government to 
make him any allowance in lieu of it; which al- 
lowance would have retained his warrant at & 


_ use for purposes of 
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respectable price, and you have thus compelled 
him to dispose of it to grasping, avaricious specu. 
lators. And this is its design: it is not for sol. 
diers, sir—it is for land agents and scrip dealers 
Now let us see whether the soldiers of the war of 
American independence are to be overslaughed: 
whether the soldiers only of the wars nearest to 
our own times are to have a pretended provision 
upon no other principle that can be shown but that 
the revolutionary heroes have almost all gone 
down to their honored graves, and now, after |ife's 
fitful fever, they — well, and no longer are of 
uncombe: no more votes can 
be made out of this stern old race of republicans, 


| christened on the battle-field, and baptized in fire; 


and therefore they are to be neglected and their just 
claims rejected. It may be done, sir; but gentle. 
men shall not prevail in it while | have strength to 
offer an amendment, nor shall it be done without 
a due exposure in the reports of this House—jr 
shall show on the pages of your Congressional 
Globe, sir, and the pretended friends of the soldier 
shall be stripped of their borrowed plumes. 

He withdrew the amendment at the request of 
Mr. Porrer, and on pledge by that gentleman 
that he would renew and adhere to the amend. 
ment. 

Mr. POTTER renewed the amendment. He sta. 


| ted that the effect of several amend ments offered this 


morning was to defeat the bill. He saw that it was 
the object of the gentleman from Maryland to carry 
out his declaration made when the bill was last un- 
der consideration, that he would offer eighteen or 
twenty amendments which he desired to propose. 
Various propositions have been offered this morn- 
ing, all of which look to actual settlement for a term 
before the patent issues. But gentlemen ought to 
be aware that the persons for whose benefit this 
bill is intended are mostly old or infirm, and utter- 
ly unable to go on these lands for the purpose of 
occupation and improvement. The object of the 
bill is to give them some small pittance to help to 
support them during the few years they may have 
to live. One amendment required the party receiv- 
ing the bounty to live for three years on the land. 
But there is at least one half of the soldiers of 1812 
who will not live three years, affd who can never 
occupy the land, unless you bury them on it. He 
hoped all these amendments would he voted down, 
and that the bill, as already amended, will be 
passed. He would have no objection to this 
amendment of the gentleman from ‘Maryland if he 
could be assured that its effect would be to give to 
every one his due recompense. As to the objec- 
tion that this bill looked back too far, we have al- 
ready given pensions to those who fought as far 
back as 1781 and 1782. All the revolutionary sol- 
diers have been provided for. In his district, in 
Ohio, all the lands lying between the Scioto and 
the Miami rivers had been set apart for the revo- 
lutionary soldiers. Virginia had set apart a por- 
tion of lands—Congress had also set apart lands 
for these soldiers. Thus two or three millions of 
the public lands have been appropriated. And the 
gentleman from Maryland proposes to add to these 
lands, for the benefit of those who are already well 
provided for. He hoped the amendment would be 
voted down, as he regarded it as frivolous-and not 
offered in good faith. 

Mr. EVANS denied that his amendment was 
frivolous, declaring that it was offered in good 
fafth. 

Mr. McCLERNAND appealed to the genile- 
man from Ohio to withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. POTTER declined, having pledged himself 
to adhere to it. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 1 only want to reply 
to the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Evans.) 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, modified his amend- 
ment by striking out the limitation of six months, 
so as to extend the amendment to any services 
whatever. _ 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Corwiw and McQueen eee em 

The question was taken, the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 61, noes 74. © F 

So the amendment of Mr. Evans was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY moved the following as an addi- 
tional section: 

“ And be it 
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May, 1830,) which said appropriation shall 
rag open provided by said act to the unsatisfied war- 
rants which have been or ay be issued as therein directed 
prolficers and soldiers and as deseribed in the ro 
fith, and seventh sections of said act, or any other act 
_ 2 


Mr. BAYLY said it was known, he believed, 
to this House that there were now in the hands of 
the heirs of the revolutionary officers and soldiers 
of Virginia, warrants that had been actually issued 
to them, but there was no land upon which they 
could be located. As the public lands weregoing, 
he desired that Congress should be just before they 
were generous: he desired that before this fund 
was entirely disposed of, this legitimate debt 
should be paid. Lt was therefore that he had moved 
this amendment. 

Mr. McDONALD made the point of order that 
the amendment was irrelevant and out of order. 

After some conversation between Messrs. 
Hotmes, McDonaxp, and the Chairman, 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

The question was taken by ee Me- 
Lane of Maryland, and McLean of Kentucky,) 
with the following result—ayes 61, nays 62. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. NELSON, having obtained the floor, in- 
quired of the Chairman whether any of the pro- 
posed amendments to the bill made any provision 
for that meritorious class of the public defenders 
who served during the late war with Great Britain, 
to wit, the sailors and marines engaged in that 


war? 

The CHAIRMAN answering, that he was not 
aware that vid such proposition had been made. 

Mr. NELSON thereupon submitted the follow- 
ing amendment, to be added to the section offered 
by the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Stanton] 
on Friday last, giving bounty lands to the officers 
and sailors eng@ged in the Mexican war, viz: 

« And the officers, sailors, and marines of the navy of the 
United States, who served in the war with Great Britain in 
the years 1812, "13, and 714, shall be and hereby are placed 
upon the same footing and entitled to all the benefits and 
advantages hereinbefore dectared and provided for the offi- 
cers and sailors engaged in the late war with Mexico.” 


Mr. NELSON remarked, in substance, that he 
had been waiting during the time the bill in ques- 
tion had been under discussion, during the last 
two or three days, with the expectation that some 
gentieman would offer an amendment, provid- 
ing for the sailors and marines who so gloriously 
served the country in the war of 1812; but amid 
all the propositions which had been made, giving 
bounty lands to soldiers and sailors engaged in 
the Mexican war, to soldiers engaged in the Sem- 
inole war, and in almost all other wars in which 
the country had ever been engaged,—the “* brave 
tars,” who so nobly sustained their country’s flag 
during the war of 1812, and gave an imperishable 
renown to our gallant navy, seemed to have been 
entirely forgotten. Amid this overflowing of pa- 
triotism and of gratitude to the brave defenders of 
our country, which had been so manifest during 
this debate, the hardy and meritorious sailors and 
marines of the war of 1812 seemed to have been 
lost sight of, in the ardor to reward those whose 
claims upon the bounty of the country, to say the 
most of it, is not more meritorious than the sail- 
ors of the war of 1812. 

He observed that it was not nesessary, he was 
sure, to remind the committee of the glorious vic- 
tories our sailors had achieved on our inland seas, 
and their not less gallant conduct on every ocean 
where an enemy’s ship was seen during the 
“second war of independence,”’ to insure the un- 
divided vote of this committee in favor of the 
amendment which he had just submitted. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, appealed to the 
gentleman from New York to withdraw the 
amendment, pledging himself to renew it. 

Mr. NEL withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. EVANS renewed it and said: 

Mr. Cuainman: The amendment offered by the 
gentleman from New York, and which I have just 
renewed, is so similar to one that I had drawn, 
that I shall trouble the committee with a few re- 
marks upon it. Already, sir, you have adopted 
an amendment giving bounty lands to the sailors 


of the Mexican war; and now I wish to know what 
good reason can be given for excluding the sailors 
of the war of 1812? Did these latter fight fewer 
battles than the former? Are the former more en- 


| Mexican war! 
should have, in his old days, some sailor’s safe || 


| 
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For my part, sir, I think I know from history 
that your national character was low, and the 
sailors of 1812 exalted it; your reputation as a 
naval power was little, and they made it great; 
your was despised, and they made it respected, 
and carried it in glory into every sea beneath | 
heaven; no clime, sir, that was not witness to their | 
prowess, no wave over which the peal of their 
victorious cannon thunder did not reverberate; and 
the American name grew a terror to the nations by 
the prowess of their arms and the might of their 
indomitable courage, which knew not how to sur- 
render. 

Who was it, sir, that took the Guerriere, who 
the Java, who'the Peacock, who the Frolic, who 
the Reindeer, who the Endymion, who, in asingle 
ship, in a night action, two war ships of the || 
enemy—the Cyane and Levant? Sir, it was the 
gallant, the glorious sailors of 1812, who raised 
the nation to a pitch of glory from which it never 
has descended; who humbled the then haughty 
and arrogant mistress of the seas, and divided || 
with her its empire—through their exertions, sir, || 
where has not our commerce spread—what part of || 





the world is not witness of our greatness and our || 
enterprise? And yet, sir, these men are to be for- || 


gotten in a bill providing for the sailors of the 
You are not willing that “Jack ”’ 
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harbor where he can repose his war-worn frame || 


and recount the glorious services he has rendered | 
his country. Alas, sir! ‘‘ Jack’ seldom votes. 
But it has been said, sir, by some gentlemen, that | 
sailors receive prize money, and that therefore 
they should not have bounty lands. 


when by overwhelming force he has been defeated. | 
You give your defeated soldier his land warrant; 
he may have run away—have been in Hull’s or | 
in any other surrender—no matter; he has his land | 
warrant. 

But the gallant tars” who were with the gal- 
lant Porter, when, in the harbor of Valparaiso, in 
the Essex, he was attacked by two enemy’s frig- 
ates, the Pheebe and the Cherub, and who fought 
the American ship till she was crippled, disabled, 
dismantied and on fire; and who, then, plunging 
into the sea, chose rather to trust themselves to 





enemy ;—these gallant ‘‘ tars”’ had no prize Money, 


1 should || 
like to know what prize-money the sailor obtains, | 
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for some allowance, in liew of money, to 
which they thought, and to which he thought they 
were justly entitled on that occasion; bat they 
had never obtained it. If there had been a solitary 
transaction in the whole naval history of the 
United States, which was calculated to reflect 
credit upon thatarm of the service, and honor upon 
our flag, it was that transaction. 

If the amendment which was now pending should 
prevail, and if at the proper time he should be able 
to obtain the floor, he should consider it hie duty 
to move to add to that amendment, or to offer an- 
other which would embrace this class of officers, 
seamen, and marines of the navy of the Uwited 
States. 

He would further remark, that so far as the ar- 
gument applied to the officers, seamen, and ma- 
rines, who were engaged in the last war with Great 


| Britain, it had not the foree which gentlemen 


seemed to suppose it possessed. As tb the fact 


| that the officers, seamen, and marines, in the naval 


service received prize money, it was but a part of 
the public property, property which had been 
taken by them for the public benefit. Those who 
had suffered defeat, though they had exposed their 
lives, and received wounds and borne themselves 
as gallantly asif the most consummate and complete 
victory had been achieved, received no such com- 
pensation for their exertions as in the case where 
a capture was made. The country was the gain- 
ers when a capture was made, and it was but right 


| that those who had accomplished the work, or 


aided in its accomplishment, should participate in 
the pecuniary benefits resulting from it. But in 
the case of the army, as a general thing, no such 
acquisitions were made in the prosecution of the 
war; their operations seldom resulted in anything 
else than destruction of property, although there 
might be, it was true, an acquisition of glory; but 
when an enemy’s ship was captured it became the 


| property of the country by whose seamen it was 


and you are predetermined to grant them no bounty || 


i 
| 
| 
| 
the mercy of the waves than surrender to the | 
| 


land, though you gave it to the sailors of the | 
Mexican war. 

[ say, sir, if one is worthy of being rewarded 
by this bill, the otheris worthy; and if one is to | 


be excluded from its*provisions, let the other be ex- || 


vors with an impartial hand, and not act in the | 
spirit of a selfish and narrow favoritism, giving 
only to those who are best able in return to re- 
ward us. 

He withdrew the amendment at the request of 


He said he had no disposition to trespass upon the 
patience of the House, but as he had not tres- 
passed upon the attention of the committee during 
the time that this discussion had been going on, he | 
trusted he should be allowed to submit a few re- | 
marks. 

He desired to say, in the first place, that he con- 
curred in the propriety of giving to the officers, | 





seamen, and marines, of the navy of the United 
States, who had served in the last war with Great 
ritain, bounty land, if it were to be given to the 
soldiers who fought in that war. And he would 
say, further, that if it were in his power to sub- | 
mit an amendment to that which was now pending, 
he should feel it his duty to do so, in order to ex- 
tend the bounty to the officers, seamen, and ma- 
rines, who were engaged in the Tripolitan war. 

The argument advanced in opposition to this 
proposition was, that the officers, seamen, and 
marines, who were in the last war with 
Great Britain, were entitled to receive, and had re- 
ceived prize money; that those who were engaged 
in that branch of the service, consequently, were 
not entitled to receive bounties, as officers and sol- 
diers of the army were. 

So far as the tan war was concerned, this 
argument had no fotce whatever, for it was well 
known to every individual in that House, that the 
brave and nt officers, seamen, and marines, 
who captured the “Philadelphia” in that war, have 


been, for many years past, applying to Congress 





| cluded also; let us deal justice and scatter our fa- | 


| captured; if a merchant ship was captured it be- 
| came public property. 
| this fact that they received prize money, and not 


It was in consideration of 


merely because they were seamen. 

The failing of the Chairman’s hammer an- 
nounced the expiration of the allotted five min- 
utes, 

He withdrew the amendment at the request of — 

Mr. TOOMBS, who renewed it. He said he 
could see no good reason why these bounties 
should be confined to those who fought the battles 
of the country on land. He had heard no suffi- 
cient objection to the extension of them to the 
class of persons embraced in this amendment. 
Some gentlemen had said that these sailors re- 
ceived prize money. Why, gentlemen must be 


| aware that it very frequently happened, a& in the 


| in the service at sea. 


last war, that property was captured by the land 
forces, as well as by those who were engaged 


He could see no good 


reason, therefore, on that score, why those en- 
Mr. HOUSTON, who renewed the amendment. | 
| 


gaged in the service on sen were not a8 much 
entitled to receive bounties as those who served on 
land. They had done their duty as weil if not 
better than any other class. But there seemed to 
be a disposition prevailing to trespass upon poor 
Jack in every way. First, they were for taking 


|| away his grog, then depriving him of his flogging, 


and last of all, taking his land away from him. 
He was to be deprived of everything, of liquor, 
lash, and land. [A laugh.] He knew of no pos- 
sible reason why this bounty should not be ex- 
tended to seamen, as proposed by this amendment. 

He withdrew the amendment at the request of — 

Mr. McDONALD, who, having obtained the 
floor, renewed it, and addressed the committee in 
substance as follows: 

The opposition to this bill, Mr. Chairman, has 
taken a very singular course. In the first place, 
the gentleman from Maryland, with the voice as 
of one crying in the wilderness, (but it is not hat 


| voice, it is only like it,) has opposed the prin.iple 


of the bill, from beginning to end; he has declared 
his intention to vote against it, and now he pro- 

s to extend the distribution of the public lands 
to an additional class of persons. The enemies of 
the bill are coming forward with a series of amend- 
ments, all of which are intended to defeat the bill. 
The gentleman from Maryland informed us on 
Friday last, that he had some half dozen amend- 
ments, which he designed to offer; and further, 
that he claimed the privilege of offering them all. 
What was his object in making that announce- 
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ment? and what is his object in offering these 
amendments? It is done, sir, for the purpose of 
breaking down the bill, for the purpose of enablin 
gentlemen who have not courage enough to stan 
up and openly oppose it, an opportunity of giving 
it a fatal stab in the dark. 

I say, Mr. Chairman, if the friends of this bill 
desire to pass it, it is their duty to stand up and 
vote against all amendments that may be offered | 
from whatever quarter they may come, and more 
especially when they come from the open and | 
avowed enemies of the bill—those who attacked | 
t when it first came before the House, and who || 
have ever since been following its track with the 
tenacity of a blood-hound, struggling to defeat it. 


|| tared a vast amount of public property, including 


|| tillery—in fact, all the materiel of war. 


|| Government on the restoration of peace, and the 


|| that war was worth more than a million of dollars. 
|| But the gentleman, in his zeal to defeat this bill, 








But what are the particulars in“ regard to the 
course pursued by the opposition? They have | 
offered proposition after proposition, making these 
warrants oy valuable in the hands of men who || 
actually*setile upon the lands located under them. || 
And now they propose to issue land warrants to || 
all those who have been engaged in the Naval 
service of the United States. Is it expected that 
the sailor will leave the briny deep and become a 
tiller of the soil—that he wili cease to plough the 
ocean, that he may plough these lands? 
every man know that these propositions, if adopted, 
will have the effect of injuring those to whom 
bounties have already been granted?—that any 
warrant given to a sailor, is so much more land 
thrown into the market? This amendment in- 
eludes a large class of individuals, who, from the 
very nature of their occupation, will be compelled 
to part with their warrants to speculators. 


| 
i 
} 


If you | 


desire to extend to these people the bounty of the || 


Government in such a way as that it will be a ben- 
efit to them, do not give them land warrants, which 
they must necessarily dispose of to speculators, 
but give them bounties in money. They have al- 
ready received their portion im the shape of prize 
money; but if they have not received enough—if | 
they have not received as much as is due to them 
from this Government—if they have not received 
as much as they ought to receive, 1, for one, am 
ready, not to give them land serip, which they | 


must be compelled to part with, but lam for giving || 


them that which they can use. 
Give to sailors land bounties, arid those persons 


who hang around the departments here, acting as | 


agents, will become the possessors of them. ~The 
suilor Knows nothing about the value of lands. 
Give him land scrip, and the result will be that he 
will be cheated out of it. 

I tell you, sir, it is but an insidious attempt to 
destroy the bill, by offering plausible amendments, | 
which if adopted must result in breaking it down, | 
and under the hypocritical cry of patriotism, to 
aim the assassin’s stab in the dark. But these | 
gentlemen will find we are not to be deceived by | 
this false clamor, and that in the end, the thin and 
seanty veil of hypocrisy will be torn from them, | 
and they exposed in all their naked deformity— | 
and the country will know who are for rewarding 
merit and who are against it. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, renewed it. | 
. He said: Mr. Chairman, 1 endeavored to gét the 
floor before the regular debate was closed on this | 
bill, for the purpose of advocating its provisions. || 
I feel a deep solicitude for its passage, and now 
avail myself of the five minutes allowed me for | 
expianation to say, that | shall oppose every | 
amendment that may be offered for the purpose of 
defeating, or which will, in my judgment, tend to 
defeat, its final success. My time will nut allow 
me to do more than make a very brief reply to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Delaware, [Mr. 
Hovsron.] In other countries, those engaged in | 
the service, whether military or naval, are allowed 
prize money; but under our,Government it is al- 
tral to the navy only, whilst your soldiers who 
fight your battles upon land get no share in the 
property captured from the enemy. This restric- | 
tion has existed upon the army since 1776, when 
it was dictated no doubt by the necessities of an_ 
empty Treasury. Our gallant seamen, when a | 
capiure is made by them in war, are rewarded by | 
a division among them of the booty; our equally || 
gallant soldiers, when the fight is over, no matter | 
how much valuable preperty may have been cap- | 
tured, must content themselves with no other re- | 
ward than the wounds and bruises dealt to them 


| 
+} 





by the enemy, whilst all the captured property is 
turned over to the Treasury of the Government. 


| the Intrepid, for the capture of the frigate Phila- | 


| know, that the frigate was destroyed by those who 
Does not || 


|| harbor of Tripoli. 
|| principle and apply it to the army as well as the 


|| millions to the army for property captured and 


destroyed in war. But the friends of this pill ask || 


|| nothing of that kind. 
|| meritorious class of brave men, many of whom 


|| fight upon the water, and when death overtakes 
|| them, they are buried beneath the water. 
|| so with the soldier—he has no chance for prize 


| eminently proper that out of the vast domain we 


| 


| equally brave and patriotic? 


'| country to waive over her capital, 


| liable to pillage; but the humanity 
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But the gentleman says that the army do not eap- ee 


ture, but destroy property. In this heis clearly 
mistaken, 


In the recent war with Mexico, your army cap- 


provisions, mules, horses, arms, ammunition, ar- 
Much of | 
this was used for the public service in prosecuting 
this war; much of it was sold back to the Mexican 


money putin the public Treasury; and it is true 
that some of the arms and ammunition were de- 
stroyed. The artillery alone that was captured in | 


| is betrayed into a strange inconsistency. He ar- || 


gues that soldiers ought neither to receive prize, | 
money nor land in lieu of it, because he says they 
destroy what they capture; and yet, in the same 


that this Congress ought to pay a large sum in 
lieu of prize money to the officers and seamen of | 


delphia, when that gentleman knows, as we all 


captured her, without ever getting her out of the 
Sir, if you establish that as a 


co 
| have not time, I hope the hint may be useful to the 
| pecoliar friends of the nav 


||} warrants which would be issued under it. 


June 24, 


Every principle of justice and of right d 
that we should cohnhee this ol ove eaveen 
the object so wisely and beneficently designed 
its illustrious author. If my time were not out | 
should like to draw a parallel between the action 
of this Government in relation to marine hospitals 
and asylums for seamen, and its utter neglect of , 
rresponding care for worn-out soldiers; but as] 


y who are thus tryino 
cripple this bill. ying to 


He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. SACKETT renewed the amendment, and 
stated that he was not about to go into reasons 
why this amendment should be ingrafted into th. 
bill. He renewed the amendment for the purpose 
of making a few remarks, to show the practica| 
working of the bill, rather than with any view of 


|| going into the discussion of the amendment. |; 
five minutes speech, | understood him to insist || 


this bill was to pass, it would be well that thom 


|| in favor of it should understand its practical oper. 


ation. He had entered into a calculation, from 
which he was prepared to show that it would take 
_one hugdred millions of pubhe lands to pay the 
And 
what practical benefit would result to the soldier? 
| Under the law granting bounty to the soldiers who 
| fought in the Mexican war, about seventy thou. 





navy, you will find your Government indebted | 


They merely desire that a 


were now old and poor, shall be placed on equal 
| footing with other soldiers who have properly and 
| justly received the bounty of their Government. 

| We oppose the amendment because it is cal- 
| culated to endanger the passage of the bill, and be- 


| cause sailors and seamen, when they go into ac- || 
4 tion, have a chance for prize money, if victorious, 


and need no land. They live upon the water, they 


} 


money, and when the war is over he needs a home 
—a soldier in war and a citizen in peace. It is 


possess, we should give him a home, where he 
may enjoy jn peace the remainder of his days, 
and fimd a resting place in death. The navy has 
been the favorite and pet of this Government to the 


| 


prejudice of the army; but if I read the signs of || 


the times to any purpose, it is not the part of wis- 
dom for the peculiar friends of the navy, in view 
of the feelings and temper that at present pervades 
the country, to seek this centroversy with the 
friends of this bill. It may recoil when it is least 


| 


| 


|| cannot de depreciated. 
|| these warrants kad been issued, yet the warrants 
|| have already fallen to the lowest price fixed by 


Not || 


| sand land warrants had been issued. In that law 
| there is a provision which fixes $100 as the mini. 
| mum below which a warrant for land worth $200 
Not quite two-thirds of 


the law. This bill contains no such limitation, jt 


|| will authorize the issuing of seven or eight times 


' the number of warrants issued under the last bill, 
And with the restriction of the price to which 
they can depreciate contained in the former bill, 
| omitted in this bill, what will this hundred millions 
| of lands yield for its scrip in the course of four or 
| five years? You throw this vast amount of your 
public lands in market; as those to whom they are 


| 


|| given cannot occupy them, they will -soon de- 


| preciate to almost nothing. The operators who 
procure these warrants forthe claimants, will take 
about one half of the value of the warrants; and 
after deducting the-other costs of obtaining full, 
| possession of the bouncy, the real claimants, the 
meritorious and gallant soldiers themselves, will 
| not realize more than twelve dollars and fifty cents 
a piece. You thus take one hundred millions of 
the public domain and throw it into the market, 
while the soldier himself gets no benefit from your 
'act. I wish now to advise the committee of my 
| intention, as I believe that the effect of this bill 





expected or desired. Think you that the same 
people who have rewarded the General with the 


| highest honors in the world, for no other cause 


than his bravery and his patriotism, will withhold 


this small tribute from the private, who was | 


Sir, justice must be done to the soldier: and just | 


here | will take occasion to say, that you have in | 
your Treasury one hundred thousand dollars, which | 


|| belongs to the old and worn-out soldiers, and whieh 


ought not to be withheld from them. It happened 
thus when General Scott closed his most brilliant 
campaign in Mexico by planting the flag of his 
The circum- 


| stances under which that rich and magnificent city 


was captured, rendered her, by the usages of war, 


of 

the com- 
manding officer forbade such a proceeding, and in- 
stead of pillaging, he gave protection to the pro 
erty as well as the citizens of the place. In 
consideration of this forbearance, he levied a con- 
tribution upon the conquered city for the benefit of 
the soldiers of the conquering army. A part of 
this contribution was used in furnishing necessa- 
ries and comforts to the sick and wounded of the 
army, and in supplying to the soldiers shoes and 


| blankets that they had lost in the siege and in ac- 


tion; and the remainder, together with some other 
sums that had accumulated in his hands for the 
army, and which did not belong to the Treasury, 
he sent home to the United States for a speci 
and sacred purpose. The amount of the fund thus 
sent was $100,000, and the purpose was the estab- 
lishment of an asylum or retreat for the worn-out 
and decayed rank and file of the army. This fund 
was not permitted to go to that humane and 
purpose, but was sequestered to the Treasury. 


| will be to impede the sales of the public lands for 
a quarter of a century to come, to offer, as soon 
as I can, a provision which | should wish to have 
read. 

Here the hammer fell, and Mr. Sackerr with- 
drew the amendment. 

Mr. MASON renewed the amendment. He 
said that he thought the gentleman who had just 
taken his seat had been voting with a view lo 
bringing up the amount of the public lands to be cov- 
ered by this bill to one hundred millions, and that 
was the reason why he had made this calculation. 
The gentleman had been voting for all the amend- 
ments which had been offered this morning. The 
bill, as it had been prepared by its friends, would 
| not take one fifth of that amount. And these pud- 
lic lands belong to the people, who desire to give 
| them to these gallant soldiers, and we are the 
agents of the people, bound to carry their wishes 
into effect. The gentleman from New York was 
the same who wanted to grant six hundred and 
forty acres of land in Oregon to every free negro 
who would go there and settle on the land. And 
now the gentleman was unwilling to give forty 
acres to the white soldier, who had fought the bat- 
tles of his country. He voted to give six hundred 
_and forty acres to any free negro who would go 

and settle down in Oregon, where the people did 
not desire such settlers, and now he could not vole 
forty acres to the poor and worn-out soldier. 
The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vinton} had 
also the bill, and no doubt with all hon- 
esty and sincerity, and with as pure motives as anl- 
mated those who were in favor of the bill. That 
gentleman had been a member of this House almost 
twenty years, had received his eight dollars pet 
diem, and several hundreds of dollars every 5° 
sion for mileage; and, during that time, the poor 


| 
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soldiers had been ed to receive their seven || agents in favor of the bill! They are all against 
dollars @ month in depreciated paper. That gen- || it; the large landholders’ are against it; those 
tleman was oppused to giving the soldiers these || companies of individuals in the East, who owned | 
bounty lands, because he feared that it would in- || large tracts of land in the West, were opposed to | 
ure the credit of the country. The credit of the || it. He was in favorof it. It carried out the pol- || 
country was to be injured by an effort to pay hér || icy of which he had always been in favor. He || 
honest debts. Of all her debts, the debt of grati- || trusted that the day was not far off, when every | 
iude was the most sacred. We are in the habit || one who would go and live on the public land and | 
of voting away thousands and thousands in pay- || cultivate it, should have one hundred and sixty | 
ment of doubtful claims; and shail we now hesi- || acres, whether he was a soldier or not. This was 
tate, where no one will-presume to doubt the merits || the only true policy for the Government to pursue | 
of the claimants, and millions of the people are || in reference to the public lands. | 
calling for the payment? The friends of the bill 


' He withdrew the amendment at the request of || 
had brought in a bill, which had been changed by Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, who renewed || 
amendments. He had brought in the bill which 


' it, and said, that he desired simply to reply to the 
the friends of the soldier had desired, and they || remarks of the honorable gentleman from Ohio, 
had now agreed again to take that bill up and to [Mr. Roor,] who had denounced a meeting held 
ynite upon it. He did not expect every one to || on Saturday night, by the friends of the old sol- || 
yote for it, who had been in favor of giving six || diers, as a “secret conclave.”” Such denunciations | 
hundred and forty acres to every free negro in || were not only unjust, but untrue. No ‘secret 
Oregon. He withdrew the amendment. || conclave”? was held, nor any meeting that was not |, 

Mr. ROOT renewed the amendment. He said || open, manly, and fair, et of which due notice || 
that some of the advocates of the bill had taken || was not given. The friends of this measure, who 
it on themselves to-read a lecture to those who || really desired to do justice to the gallant men who 
were opposed to the bill, and he supposed that he || had bravely sustained the honor and promoted the 
was included among these opponents. But what- || glory of our common country, finding that the ene- 
ever the opponents of the bill had done in theirat- || mies of the bill were exerting every nerve to de- 
tempts to defeat it, had been done boldly, man- || feat it, did hold’ a meeting on Saturday night last, 
fully, and in open daylight. They had agreed || the purpose of which was to perfect a bill which 
on their course, and had taken every step in it in || would command the greatest number of voces, and 
the face of day. But the friends of the bill have || thus secure the passage of a measure demanded by 
held their secret conclaves—have met together in || the coustry. There was nothing dark, nothing 
the dark, to digest their schemes and’mature their || secret, nothing improper in that meeting. Public 
plans; and now they come forward and tell us that || notice of the meeting was given in the several pa- 
they mean to carry their bill through, and to pass || pers of the city, and the friends of the measure 
it. All this is very well. But if these public || were invited to attend. If the gentleman was in 
lands are to be given away to persons who will || truth, and not in pretensionpa friend of the meas- || 
never be able to occupy them, and who are liable || ure, he, like all others, was invited. If he did not 
to become the victims of fraudulent speculators, 


¢ choose to attend, it was his own fault, and not the || 
why not give them the money instead of the land? || fault of any other persons. Sir, (said Mr. S.,) in |) 
A proposition was made to insert a provision, the | 





| 


this measure of rewarding the drave old soldiers, || 
eflect of which would prevent the depreciation of || who are provided for by this bill, there is nothing || 
the value of these warrants below a fixed mini- || which requires secrecy—nothing which makes it || 
mum. Why was this proposition rejected? Why || necessary for its friends to hold ‘secret con- ] 
was this voted down? By whom would the bene- || claves,”” or do their work in the dark. All they || 
fitof this provision be received? To what point || have done has been open, manly, and fair. The | 
of depreciation nfay we not expect that these war- || meeting was held in this Hall, after due notice, || 
and for the honest purpose of perfecting a bill || 
which would command the support of a majorit | 
of this House, and thus secure to our brave-coun- || 
trymen some slight reward for their gallant ser- || 
vices. \] 

1 can readily conceivé why the honorable gen- || 
tleman from Ohio is so much in love with the meas- |) 
ure of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. || 
Moore, | offered a few days ago as an amendment || 
to the bill. ‘That measure proposes to grant the 
public lands to every man who chooses to avail 
himself of the provisions of the amendment. It is 
an infamous scheme to settle the public lands with || 
the worst population of the worst cities of the 
Union—the lazy‘ vagrants, who prefer to starve || 
rather than obtain a livelihood by honest toil. 
| And this is the class of citizens for whom the gen- 
tleman from Ohio prefers providing, rather than || 
| 





The whole scheme is one grand and general invi- | 
tation to all descriptions of men, financial or po- 
litical, to come into this division of the spoils, 
and to hold a jubilee—a carnival—at which the | 
public lands will be scattered among them for a | 
general scramble. He was opposed to a course 
which, while it professed to be full of benefit to | 
the soldier, gave him no advantage, as it lett him 
at the mercy of such ravenous vultures as the 
Toms lawyer and the jail-keeper, who would 
get nearly the whole of the sum which might be 
realized by his pittance of land. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. BISSELL renewed it. He remarked that 
the opponents of this bill seemed to regard the 
fact, which they took for granted, that these land 
warrants would depreciate greatly, as an argument 
against the bill. ith him it was no argument at 
all. They were asked, what will these warrants 
sell for im two or three years, if you pass this 
bill? Hedid not care if they sold for $20, or $10, 
or $5; they would never depreciate so low but | 





for the old soldiers. And why is it so, sir? Ill | 
tell you. By a lucky accident, I obtained, a few | 
days ago, a newspaper belonging to my honorable | 
friend from Louisiana, (Mr. Morse,) published | 
in Philadelphia, or some other northern city, for 


they would be worth exactly one hundred and || whose benefit the amendment of the gentleman | 


sixty acres of vacant land. ‘Vhat was what they | from Pennsylvania wastoinnure. That paper was | 
would always be worth, and with one of these || devoted to “land reform,” and it advocated the 
warrants the settler could always get that amount || very plan embodied in that amendment. It dis- | 





of the public land. That being the fact, he cared || closed a fact which enables me to account for the ‘| of our sea-ports. 


hot if they would not command in money $3. || great zeal with which the gentleman from Ohio | 
Were they going to pass this law for the benefit of | advocates the measure of the gentleman from Penn- | 
those who bought or sold these warrants? They | sylvania. The paper contained a letter from some | 
were acting with no such view, but to provide for || member of Congress, stating the fact, that this | 
those who had tought for their country’s defence | measure for the wholesale squandering of the pub- | 
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| is actuated by any such design, although I find a 
letter of his on the subject of his measure in the 
same paper; but I do feel warranted in attributing 


the zeal of the gentleman from Ohio to the parpose 
indicated. It is because this purpose is to be ef- 
fected that he opposes the granting of bounty landa 
to the meritorious men who have defended the 
country in the hour of danger, and advocates its 
distribution among those who have never rendered 
the nation a day’s service, and who are too worth- 
less to obtain a living by legitimate labor. 

Mr. MOORE appealed to the gentleman from 
Kentucky to withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. STANTON responded to the appeal and 
withdrew. 

Mr. MOORE renewed the amendment, and 
said, he was not a little surprised to hear the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky denounce the proposition 
he held in his hand, and which he had given no- 
tice to the committee he should offer av an emend- 
ment to this bill, as an infamous proposition. And 


| the gentleman also alluded to some paper, which, 


he said, issued from Philadelphia, and which said 
that his (Mr. M.'s) propusition would clip the 
wings of slavery, and that his name was connected 
in some way with that paper. He denied it; he 
never saw any such paper; and as for the gentle- 
man’s charge that his proposition was an infamous 
one, he hurled it back upon him as it came. And 
he desired to say, also, that in offering his amend- 
ment, he did so not for the purpose of killing this 
dill, as had been intimated, but for the purpose of 
strengthening it; and that he should vote for the 
bill, whether his amendment was attached to it or 
not. 

He withdrew the amendment, at the request of 

Mr. GIDDINGS, who renewed it, and said, it 
was not his intention to detain the committee, as 
he had rather vote than speak. He hoped the 
friends cf the measure would act rather than talk. 

The amendment was again read. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Durxee, and Evans, of Ohio, were appointed, 

The question was taken, and the tellers repert- 
ed—ayes 54, noes 76. 

So the amendment originally offered by Mr. 
NELSON was rejected. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Husparp, as amended—— 

Mr. CONRAD offered the following amend- 
ment to ths amendment: 

* Provided, That no warrant under this act stat! be located, 
in whole or in part, on lands lying along the line of any 
railroad. the reute of which may have been surveyed prior 
to such location.” 

Mr. CONRAD said that he offered this amend- 
ment in all sincerity, and with perfect good faith. 
There had been indication’, ever since the com- 


| mencement of the session, that a measure would 


be carried through, which was of transcendent 


| importance, not only to our soldiers and to our 


sailors, but to that still more useful and valuable 
class of our fellow-citizens, the farmers of the 
He referred to the plan recommended 
by the President to grant a large tract of the pub- 
lic lands to aid in the construction of a great na- 
tional railroad, which had been projected to run 
across the country, from the State of Iilinois to the 
coast of the Pacific ocean. Works of this public 
character and importance must, ef necessity, great- 
ly enhance the value of the public lands; they fa- 
cilitate the progress of cultivation and improve- 
ment; they enable the farmer to carry his produce 
to market, and increase the commercial business 
And if works like these have 
not hitherto received ample protection and encour- 
agement from the Government, it is time that they 
should now receive it. Should this bell pass in 
its present form, and all this immense mass of 
bounty lands should be thrown in the market, the 





farm and ahome. The speculators and capital- 1 lic lands, was before Congress, and if successful, | 
isis—those who owned large quantities of land, | would be more effectual in “clipping the wings of 
were the very classes who wished to see this bill | slavery, than the Wilmot proviso, or any kindred 
defeated. ‘T'alk with any speculator or agent on | measure ’’ Here, sir, is the secret of che gentle- 


the avenue, and you would hear them denouncing | man’s zeal for that particular plan of distribution. | 


this bill, Why? Becausethey had their pockets It enables him to send among the moral and patri- 
filled with Mexican bounty warrants, which they | otic people of the new States the miserable vagrants 
had bought from the poor soldier at a greatly de- | from your densely populated cities, not only to 

ted price; and if this bill passed, they would = carry their bad morals and bad habits with them, 
be obliged to sell them for something like what | but the miserable free-soil and fanatical notions | 
they paid. Besides this class of capitalists had = with which most of them are imbued. By this 
entered large-quantities gf land at the West, to | means the Wilmot proviso is to be,practically car- 
which they wanted to hold dn until they could sell || ried into the territories. I do not mean to imply 


% out at their own price. The speculators and , that the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania | 





probability is, that locations of the land warrants 
will be so made as to interfere with the great na- 
tional railroad, or some other of the railroads 
which have been projected, and which it ts of 
great importance to the public to have kept free 
for use when required. The object of his amend- 
ment was to prevent the location of any of these 
bounty landa on any railroad route. herever a 
railroad has been laid out or prejected, the vaine 
of the land in the vicinity is increased. And jt is 
to be expected that speculators will keep them- 
selves well informed on these points, and that 
lands which may be located in the vicinity of any 
of these routes, will be eagerly sought after by 
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these persons, who will take advantage of the ig- 
norance and the poverty of ths soldier, to get pos- 
seasion of his title at a low rate. 

He withdrew the amendment at the request of 

Mr. CROWELL, who renewed it. Satirely 
sympathizing with his colleague on his Jeft, [Mr. 

ropines,] who had €xpressed himself as more 
willing to vote than to speak on this bill, he him- 
self had hitherto forborne from taking any part in 
the debate. But he must be allowed to make a 
remark or two on the course which had been pur- 
sued by the professed friends of the bill, and which 
he could not but regard as extraordinary. He 
did not mean to charge them with having acted 
improperly. He did not know that it was not 
pee right and proper for a number of mem- | 

ers on this floor, who had taken it into their 

heads to carry through a certain measure, to in- | 
vite the friends of the measure to assemble, and 

consult and submit to a drill process, for the pur- 

pose of forcing it through the House. Alli this 

might be very correct and very proper, but it did 

not so strike him. 

Mr. OLDS (Mr. Crowe t yielding for the pur- | 

ose) said he wished to put a question to his col- | 
Jietooe When a caucus was held previous to the 
war with Mexico, was not his colleague a mem- 
ber of that caucus? 

Mr. CROWELL replied, in the first place, that 
there had been no such caucus held, and, secondly, 
that if there had been, he was not then a member 
of the House, 

Mr. OLDS said he supposed his colleague would | 
have been in that caucus had he been in Con- 

ress. 

Mr. CROWELL resumed. The notice which 
was issued by the friends of the bill, and which 
was published in the daily papers of Saturday, 
was as follows: 

«“ We are requested by several members of Congress to 
notice, that the members of the House of Representatives 
who are friendly to a bill granting bounty lands to the sol- 
diere of 1812, will meet this evening, at 8 o’clock, p. m., at 
the Hall of Representatives. A full attendance is solicited.” 

That was the notice. It was not a summons for 
a general meeting of the members, friends as well 
es opponents of the bill, with a view to make the 
measure as perfect as possible. But it was a notice 
merely to the friends of the bill. He gave the hon- 
orable gentlemen who had called and favored this 
meeting, alloredit for theirsincerity. But while he 
was willing to acquit them of any design to cripple 
the advancementand growth of the West, he could 
not but warn them that this result would be the con- 

uence of their course, as surely as night follows 
day, orday follows night; and if ever this bill should 





pass, he intended to move so to amend the title, 


as that it shall read; ‘A bill to aid capitalists and 
speculators to monopolize the public lands, and to 
increase the price thereof, and to impede the settle- 
ment of the western States in which the public 
lands are situated.’”?” That would be the effect of 
the bill, and if he could accomplish it, it should go 
forth with ite true character branded on its title 
page. Let this bill pasa, and we shall speedily 
see all this property passing into the hands of such 
men as Caleb ing, and other speculators and 
capitalists, who are already engaged in this busi- 
ness, and are prepared to go into it still more ex- | 
tensively. “ And (said Mr. C.) when your sons 
and wives may hereafter desire to possess these 
western lands, they will not be able to obtain them 
at the Government price, but will be compelled to 
go to these speculators and pay them whatever | 
they may demand.’? He denounced this whole 
system of speculation. He expected to live and 
die in the West, and he would be recreant to his 
own feehngs did he not oppose this measure, 
which was not for the benefit of the West. He 
again disclaimed any intention to charge the friends 
of the bill with any improper motive. 
He withdrew the amendment. 
Mr. GORMAN renewed the amendment, for the 
rpose, he said, of having a vote upon it; and 
am notice that he could not withdraw it for 
ner 
he question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 
The ion recurring on the amended amend- 
ment of Mr. Hussarp— 
Mr. MEADE offered the following amendment 
to the amendment: 
Section — . And be it further enacted, §c., That all war- 
rants heretofore issued 40 soldiers of the war of 1812 with 
Great Britain, or to their widows or orphans, shall be trans- 
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ferable in the same manner as other military Jand war- 
rants. 


Mr. MEADE said the amendment would ena- 
ble the holders of warrants issued to the five years 
soldiers of the war of 1812, to sell them as others 
do, before the land is located. I have warrants 
in my possession, belonging to constituents who 
served in that war, which, under the law as it now 
stands, cannot be sold until located and the patent 
issued. It would cost half the value of the land 
to locate it, and when located the land would prob- 
ably sell for less than the warrant, if it were now 
transferable. 

While I am on the floor, I will say, that I see 
no objection in the friends of a measure confer- 
ring together for the purpose of maturing a plan 
that shall contain as few objectionable features as 

| possible, especially when the enemies of the meas- 
ure are waging war against it in the way this bill 
has been opposed. But I do think it is highly 
objectionable that they should resolve to oppose 
all amendments intended to make the bill more ac- 
ceptable. 

This bill proposes to bestow gratuitously the 
public lands on soldiers, to whom they were not 
promised. The amendment of my colleague (Mr. 
Barty] had for its object the payment of a just 


|| debt to the soldiers of the Revolution, who served 


in the Virginia State line. This deferred reward 
was the only compensation of any value to them. 
It was promised by Virginia while she owned the 
whole Northwestern Territory. Atatimé when 
the enemy pressed hard upon her, and when she 
ceded to the United States her lands northwest of 
the Ohio, she reserved a portion (then believed to 
be sufficient) for the purpose of complying with her 
engagements; but it proved to be insufficient. It 
is true, that some of these reserved lands are still 
left; but they are not worth the trouble and ex- 
pense of location. While we are giving away 
those lands, it appears to me that our first duty is 
to pay the debts of those whose unequaled valor 
and sufferings secured them. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD renewed the amendment, and 
said he would not withdraw it, although it was a 
proposition which he could not support. He him- 
self was a descendant of one who had rendered 
services of the class which the amendment pro- 
posed to provide for. He considered that the 
proposition was just, and if offered by itself, he 
would vote for it, and it would, he doubted not, 
receive the votes of a large majority of the House; 
but it had nothing to do with this bill, and he 
hoped as an amendment to it, it would be rejected, 

The question was taken and the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. DUNCAN offered the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 

And provided further, That the provisions of this act shall 
include all peraons who served as aforesaid in the militia 


of the several States, whose services have been recognized 
and paid for by the United States. 





Mr. DUNCAN said: Mr. Chairman, I offer 
this amendment in good faith; and although if is 
said that it has been determined in a caucus of the 
friends of the bill, to vote down all amendments, I 
feel that it is no less my duty to offer mine to the 
committee. The object of my amendment is to 
do justice to a class of men who have rendered im- 
portant services to the country, and who are not 
included in the provisions of the bill, comprehen- 
sive as it is. While it includes all of certain 
classes who served any period, however short, it 
is limited to such only as were ‘* mustered into the 
service of the United States.”’ During the war of 
1612, the regular troops were almost entirely 
withdrawn from the Atlantic frontier, and the for- 
tifications were left almost entirely undefended. 
At the same time, the whole sea-board was threat- 
ened by British squadrons, and marauding parties 
were occasionally landed. The same was, to 
some extent, true on the Jake frontier. Under 
these circumstances numerous bodies of. militia 
were, in some instances, called out by executive 
requisitions, and in others they rallied as volun- 
teers to repel the threatened invasion, but wereaot 
mustered into the service of the United States. 
Although friendly to the principle of the bill, to 
receive my vote it must either be limited to those 
who served a term of six months, or if framed to 
give bounty land without requiring any term. of 
service, it must"embrace all classes of men who 
have rendered military service. Sir, 1 wish Lb 


patriotic ardor of some gentlemen 
dressed the committee, in order to enable me to 4, 
justice to the merits and patrictism of the men 
whose cause I advocate. The whole sea-board 
witnessed the promptness with which the Militia 
rallied to the defence of the country. At Piatis. 
burg, where the British crossed the line With a 
powerful force, backed byall their fleet, thezalian 
sons of Vermont and New York rushed spontane. 
ously to the scene of action. 

Here the hammer fell. 

He withdrew the amendment, at the request of 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, who renewed it. fj, 


.said, he had several times endeavored to obtain 


the floor for the purpose of moving amendmeny 
to the bill, but had always been unsucceas{y| 

His only object now was to say a word or two by 
way of reply to some of the objections which had 
been urged by the enemies of the bill. He knew 
that his constituents were in favor of this distriby. 
tion of the public lands among the soldiers; and he 
should be ashamed to go and say to those amon 

them who had served in the old wars, that they 
were not considered as capable of taking care of 
themselves. He cared nothing about speculators, 
Elis constituents were amply able to protect their 
own rights and their own ae eae He did not 
know whose constituents had sold their bounty 
lands, and been the dupes of these speculators, 
Perhaps they were those of the gentlemen who 
seemed to be so apprehensive lest these lands 
should fall into the hands of such men, and who, 
on that ground, opposed the bill. As for his con. 
stituents, he could only say, that of all his constit. 
uents who had served in the Mexican war, he 
had only been called on, in two cases, to sell two 
land warrants for them. It was very evident, 
then, that they had not suffered much injury from 
this swindling machine, as it had been called. He 
could trust them to take care of themselves. He 
could not understand the propriety of putting into 
the bill a provision granting these bounties in land 
to these meritorious soldiers, and then attaching 
to it another provision to tie up the recipient of 
the bounty, so that he could not do as he pleased 
with it. 

If speculators had practiced on the soldiers who, 
were engaged in the Mexican war, he thought 
there was little danger of their obtaining any large 
amount of the grants covered by this bill. There 
were twelve States asking for the passage of the 
measure, many of these States having come for- 
ward with resolutions recommending it. [t wasa 
subject which had been long discussed throughout 
the whole country. How then can any gentle- 
man talk about its being confined to a few indi- 
viduals, who have met in conclave to mature their 
plans? The heart of the whole country is in 
the measure. He had told his constituents that he 
had voted for the measure before, and that he 
should go for itagain. His honorable competitor 
had also announced his sentiments in the same 
way. There were nineteen-twentieths of his con- 
stituents in favor of this bill, and he should strive 
to get it through. He assured the committee that 
he had no fear of sharpers and speculators. . 

‘He withdrew the amendment at the request of 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, (who renewed it.) 
He said, that he should vote againstall amend ments 
which, in his judgment, had the effect of injurin 
the bill. He said he was in favor of the bill, 
he had never proposed any amendment, except 
with a view to perfect it upon principles of justice. 
He regretted to see that the opposition to the bill 
had been strong enough to oblige its friends to 
make sacrifices of opinion, that they might unite 
all their force upon one and the same bill. He had 
examined the bill proposed as a compromise by 
the friends of the bill; and though it was not all 
that he wanted; and though it did not include all 
the Maryland troops, yet he was happy to say 't 
included many of them, and it should have his 
werent The men who fought at North Point 
well deserved the interest he had taken to have 
them included in this bill. Many of the city 
troops, and some who served three months, actu- 
ally refused to receive pay for their service, and 
directed the paymasters of the army to appro- 
priate their pay to erect a monument in honor of 
the dead. men well deserves the attention 
of this House, and he referred to them again be 
cause their history was the honorable fame of theit 
countrymen. 
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He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS renewed the amendment. It 
pad not been bis purpose, he said, to offer a word 
iq relation to this bounty land bill. He had no 
desire to debate the question, whether bounties 
should be granted, or not; but, as the gentleman 
from Ohio who last addressed the committee had 
thought proper to allude to it ina manner that 
would convey the idea that the friends of the meas- 
ure were acting expressly for the purpose of ben- 
efting speculators and of destroying the entire 
land system of this country, he would take the 
\iberty of saying a word or two in justification of 
the vote which he intended to give. How it 
was and why it was that the political friends with 
whom he had always been associated, should all 
at once become so sensitive on the subject of the 
public lands, he was at a loss to know. He re- 
membered having enlisted, some years ago, under 
the Whig banner in favor of a distribution of the 

ublic lands among the States; he remembered, 
too, that his friends were then for voting millions 
of dollars for internal improvements, and he re- 
membered the remarkable fact, that out of a mil- 
lion of dollars that had been voted to his State, 
only an hundred thousand had gone there. 

He was willing to assist in sweeping from the 
public ——— the entire income from the public 
lands, and in placing those lands in the possession 
of the States. But now, when only one twentieth 
of them, according to the statement of the gentle- 
men themselves, was to be appropriated to a patri- 
otic purpose, they became alarmed—they had great 
fears that they should be compelled to resort to 
direct taxation, or to a new system of excise, as a 
means of replenishing the Treasury; that our pres- 
ent system of duties upon importations would not 
be sufficient to support the Government. He had 
no fellow-feeling with those who entertained sen- 
timents like those; he could particjpate in no such 
fears; he could not believe that because one twen- 
tieth of the public domain was to be divided out, 
and bestowed—call ita gratuity, a donation, or 
whatever they pleased—upon the soldiers who had | 
fought the battles of the country, this Government | 
was to be destroyed thereby. He apprehended 
no such result. Northern gentlemen who were in 
favor of giving more protection to the manufactur- 
ing interest, certainly could have no reason to dis- 
cover in this measure any cause of apprehension. 
But they were told that it would destroy our en- 
tire land system. Suppose (said Mr. W.) that 
land warrants were issued to the amount of fifty 
or an hundred millions of acres, have you not a 
tract of country larger than the whole thirty States 
of this Union, composed of public lands? Can it 
be possibie that it can be seriously apprehended, 
that this country would be materially injured by 
taking away one twentieth part of the public land 
- a it upon those who have fought your 

tiles? 

He certainly could not reconcile it to himself, 
nor could he conceive that he was discharging his 
duty to his constituents, if, while he was willing 
to give these lands to the severel States, to be used 
as they might think proper, he should hesitate to 
grant a portion of them, in the shape of bounties, 
to deserving soldiers. Under no circumstances 
could he have a fellow feeling with an individual 
who took such a course. 

He had made these remarks with reluctance, for 
he had a decided objection to speech-making; but 
when he saw members of the party to which he 
belonged, speaking in contemptuous terms of the 
measure before the committee, he felt it to be his 
duty to say, that upon this subject he disagreed 
with them entirely. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. DURKEE renewed it. He said, Mr. 
Chairman, | am not opposed to making a just 
compensation to soldiers who have served in de- 
fence of their country. But I am opposed to this 
bill, which, if it become a law, will have the effect 
to transfer from the Government the control of 
eighty millions of acres of our public domain to 
land-jobbers and speculators. Sir, the public 
lands are placed under our care for high and noble 
Purposes; our career of profligacy has been car- 
ried far h in our . 
connected with the Mexican war. I am aware 

some of our western friends think this meas- 
ure will e@ favorably for the new States, in 
reducing the price of land. But this, { fear, blinds 
them to the real difficulty with which this measure 


lators in selecting all the finest locations. 
sir, give me capital enough, and under the opera- 
tions of such a law as you propose in the 
of this bill, | could purchase all the eioice public 
lands in eee away one fourth of them 
to actual settlers, and make a thousand per cent. 
on the balance. Sir, the temptation to the capi- 
talist is already so great, that large investments 
have been made in the State where i reside. An 
English nobleman has purchased forty thousand 
acres in one of our western counties. A firm in 
the city of New York has purchased some forty 
thousand acres in the county of Sheboygan, besides 
something like fifty or sixty thousand acres in 
other counties. There are other extensive opera- 
tors in buying and selling land warrants, who have 
made their hundreds of thousands of dollars, in 
Wisconsin. Sir, the only true policy for this 
Government, in relation to public lands, is the 
adoption of the measures recommended by the 
advocates of land reform—that is, to grant the | 
lands to the actual landless settlers in limited 
quantities. This, sir, is the way for the country 
to realize the greatest pecuniary advantage to | 
maintain our Democratic institutions, by making | 
the great mass of the people independent, with 
their own homes, thereby preventing the establish - 
ment of an overgrown, overbearing, landed aris- 
tocracy. Look, sir, at Great Britain, the soil on 
which resides twenty-five millions of people, 
owned by thirty thousand freeholders. 

Sir, we should be alarmed at this startlitig fact, 
and provide for the arrest of an evil that has proved 
so disastrous in the Old World, by a decree that 


is fraught—that is, the control it gives the 7 
hy, 


'| all the public lands hereafter shall be disposed of 


to none but actual settlers. The gentleman from 
Kentucky complains, that if we defeat this meas- 
ure, that the poor of our cities and the vicious 
will occupy the public domain. Sir, this is the 
grand desideratum for which we should look—the 
removal of the poor and dependent, and even the 
vicious, made so, many of them, by starvation and 
want in our great commercial cities. I consider 
the discharge of this duty the exercise of one of 
the highest prerogatives of good government. 
Pass this bill, sir, and bring into market thousands 
of competitors in the sale of land warrants, cover- 
ing area enough for twelve or fifteen States as 
large as either of the New England States, and 
you will not only have a great increase of the poor 
and unfortunate of which the gentleman from 
Kentucky speaks in your cities, but you will 
have, at no very distant period, a miserable ten- 
antry throughout the country. 

The reduction of price in the public lands will in- 
crease, rather than diminish speculation, as I have 
already remarked, in enabling the speculator to 
make a choice selection at a trifling cost. Mr. 
Wadsworth, who died a few years since in west- 
ern New York, leaving an estate worth ten mil- 
lions of dollars, made an immense purchase of the 
Holland Land Company at six cents per acre, 
now worth seventy-five dollars peracre. Sir, for 
these reasons I shall vote against this bill, with the 
hope that it will not pass. 1 wish this eighty mil- 
lions of acres of lands to be retained, to come un- 
der the new system of land measures, more wise, 
and for which the whole country is now ripe. If 
our soldiers have not been sufficiently paid, let 
gentlemen bring in a bill for their relief, payable 
in money, and I will vote for it. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. TAYLOR renewed it. He remarked that 
this measure certainly commended itself, in his 
judgment, to their serious consideration, as one 
entitled to the favorable action of that body; and 
so long as there could be no objections serious in 
their character, striking at the prosperity of the 
country, urged against it, he really could not be 
induced to witMhold his support from the bill. 
What were the objections that were urged against 
the bill? His honorable friend from Ohio, and 
the gentleman from Maryland, had presented the 
main objection, when they stated that it would be 
a violation of faith on the part of the Government 
to part with a portion of these lands, inasmuch as 
es were p to the public creditor. 

at had the gentlemen referred to the act an- 
thorizing the loan —the act to which reference 
had been eee Ras was 
passed in January, , authoriz issuing 
of Treasury notes, and the oceataide of a loan 


to carry on the war against Mexico. He believed 
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the greater part of that loan had been redeemed. 
The faith of the nation must be strictly preserved; 
he would do nothing that would a ch, in the 
smallest degree, towards a violation of nationn| 
faith; its preservation was paramount to all other 
considerations; but he must be allowed to say, that 
from the examination which he had given the mat- 
ter, he could not but come to the conclusion. thit 
the gentlemen were under a misapprehension, en 
pecially when they supposed that the amount that 
would be granted under the provisions of this bill 
would be twenty-two millions of acres. He did 
not believe it would require ten millions of acres 
to pay bounties to the soldiers of the war of 18122, 
to those who fought under General Wayne, and 
to those who were engaged in the war in Floridia; 
and when he heard the gentleman from Georgia, 
the other day, draw a picture of the pitiable con- 
dition of a man in his own State, who had served 
under General Wayne, it occurred to him that he 
could draw a similar picture for every district in 
the United States. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. GORMAN renewed it, for the purpose, he 
said, of having a vote. 

The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
ative. 

So the amendment originally offered by Mr. 
Duncan was rejected. 

Mr. MOORE offered the following amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That for all persons not embraced 
in the foregoing propositions, it is hereby further provided, 
that it may be lawful for any citizen of the United States 
being of lawful age, or an alien residing within the same 
who shall have at the time of the commencement ot the }- 
eration of this bill, in due form of law, declared his intenboa 
to become a citizen, to file in the proper land office a claim 
of preémption to any unoccupied quarter section of the pub- 
lic lands which shali have been duly surveyed and offered 
for sale, and which shall be open to private entry at the 
minimum price of public lands: Provided, That sueh claim 
shall be invalid uniess it be accompanied by an affidavit or 
affirmation in writing duly certified, that the person Mling 
such claim, and making such affidavit or affirmation is fot 
owner or claimant of any other jand or reel estate whaiso- 
ever, and that he or she intends in good faith to procued 
forthwith to oceupy and cultivate the land described in such 
claim; and upon the filing of said claim, such land spall 
not be subject to location or entry by any other person for 
the period of one year from the date thereof. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That after a residence 
of one year from the date of said claim upon the aforesaid 
tract of land by the said claimant, he or she, or in case of 
his or her decease, his or ber heirs or devisees shall be enti- 
tled to receive from said land office a warrant of préemption 
which shall secure -to said claimant the nghtful and legal 
possession of the tract specified in said warrant, for ive fur- 
ther term of six years from the date thereot, with the privi- 
lege of purchasing the same, or any legal sebdivision of 
eighty acres, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents 
per acre, with lawful interest from the date of said warrant ; 
but whi_b said preémption right shall cease, and be abveo- 
lutely null and void whenever the original claimaat thereof, 
or his or her heirs or devisees, shall have removed from, or 
relinquished possession of the land described in said war- 
rant. 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That at any time after 
a residence of four years upon said land, and before the ex. 
piration of the term of six years aforesaid, the said occupant, 
upon due and conclusive proof to the sausfaction of the re- 
gister and receiver in the proper land office, that he of she 
has resided upon said land for the full term of four years, 
and has cultivated the saine, accompanied by bis or her at- 
fidavit or affirmation in writing, that he or she has not bar- 
gained to sell his or her interest in, or claim Usereto, or any 
portion thereof, and that he or she fully intends to reside 
upon said tract ‘or the remainder of his or her uatural life, 
he shall receive from said land office a certificate of right of 
oecupancy which shall secure to him or her, and t his or 
her heirs, devisees, or voluntary assigns, a right to possess 
and occupy, without limitation of time, any legal eubdivis- 
ion of eighty acres of the land described in said certificate : 
Provided, That if such claimant be the married or widowed 
head of a family, he or she shall be entitled to a certificate 
of right of occupancy for the whole of the land dese ribed ia 
said certificate ; and the land thus described in said certifi- 
cate shail notbe diverted from such oceupam, his or her heirs, 
devisees,or voluntary assigns, by virtue of any judgment 
or other process of law whatsoever; but the said right of 
oceupaney shall cease and be absolutely void whenever the 
legal holder thereof shall have become the owner of more 
than one hundred and sixty acres of land, inclusive of the 
land deacribed in such certificate ; and in that case the land 

so held by the right of occupancy shall revert to the United 
Sta'es: Provided, That any person owning Other hends, to 
whom a tract held by right of occupaney may deseend, or 
be devised, shall have six months in which to furnish proof 
to the proper officer, that he has legally conveyed caid tract 
to some prrson who owns less than one hundred and sixty 
acres, including this tract, or that he has disposec of other 
lands he ing to him, so as to reduce the aggregate Owned 
or claimed by him, including this tract, to one hundred and 
sixty acres or less, or shall have paid the United States for 
the land so devised to, or inherited by him, described in 
said certificate, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre, with lawful interest thereon trom the date 
of the warrant of preémption ; and in every case of fiwit it- 
wre it shall be the duty of the district attorney of the 

United States for the district in which the forfeited turd is 

situated, to institute and prosecute an action to rece@rer iG 

the United States the iands so forfeited. 
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ec. 4. And be it further That on and after the 
expiration of the six years specified in any such warrant, 
the whole or any portion of the wact described therein, 
which shall not within the term of preémption have been 
purchased of the United States and paid for, or been con- 
veyed by certifieate of right of oecupaney as aforesaid, shall 
be opened to entry and sale as ifsuch warrant had not been 
jasued. 

Sec. 5. And be tt further enacted, That every applicant to 
purchuse, except as hereinafier provided, after the first 
day of June next, any public lands of the United States, 
whether at public auction or by private entry, shall before 
obtaining tite to the same, be required to make and file in 
the proper land office an affidavit or affirmation setting forth 
that he or she desires the same or the whole thereof, for 
occupation, improvement, and use, by him or herself, and 
has no intention of selling soz disposing of the same, or 
any part thereof; and to any and every person refusing to 
file cueh an affidavit or affirmation, the minimum price of 
the pebtic tanids shall be five dollars per acre. 

Sec. 6. Aad be it further enacted, Tnat any willful false 
swearing or affirining in any proceeding under the provisions 
of thie act, shalt be deemed to constitute the crime of per- 
jury, and shali be punished by imprisonment for the term of 
three years at hard labor in a State prison, and by a fine not 
exceeding oné thousand dollars, at the discretion of the 
court; and on conviction of any offender, the title ac- 
quired.by bis or her false swearing shall revert to the United 
States, 

Ss. 7. And be il further enacted, That any persons hav- 
ing a right w land ander the provisions of this act, shall 
have the privilege of selling and disposing of the same as 
they may see proper, upon paying to the United States the 
minimum price of public lands with interest from the date 
Oo! the location of the same. 










































First, that it was, as he understood, now pending 
as a bill before the House, and therefore by the 
rule out of order; and second, that it was entirely® 
incongruous and irrelevant, being of the nature ofa 
proposition granting preémption rights, while the 
till granted lands to military services rendered to 
the country,and that it was therefore out of order. 

Mr. MOORE stated that no such bill was now 
pending before the House. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the second point 
made by Mr. ‘l'nomeson, and ruled the amendment 
out of order. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, moved the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

«That all ye benefits of this act shall be extended to the 
non-cominissioned officers, privates, and musicians of the 
‘Old Fourth meant of United States infantry,” who served 
in the war of 1812 for a period of six months, or more.” 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, objected to 
this amendment as out of order, on grounds which 
he stated. 

The.CHAIRMAN overruled the objection and 
decided the amendment in order. 

Mr. KING, in explanation of his amendment, 
said: This regiment, sometimes called ‘* Boyd’s 
regiment,’’ was enlisted previously to the com- 
mencement of the war, sed served on the Wabash 






















Harrison; they greatly distinguished themselves 
ip this battle, as they did afterwards on the north- 
ern frontier, where they manfully met and van- 
quished British veterans at Lundy’s Lane and 
Bridgewater, under the command of Colonel James 
Miller. No soldiers have more distinguished 
themselves since the war of the Revolution, and 
none so well deserve the bounty of the Govern- 
ment. This class has never been in any way pro- 
vided for. ‘The soldiers of the war of 1812, who 
enlisted after its commencement, were entitled to 
bounty land in larger or smailer quantities; but 
soldiers of this regiment might have served for 
five or six years, and to the termination of the 
war, without becoming entitled to any bounty 
land. Attempts have been made in former years 
to obtain from Congress some acknowledgment of 
the meritorious service of this distinguished regi- 
ment—their merits and claims have been fully ad- 
mitted, but justice to them has been too long de- 
layed, and now, neither on points of order, or on 
any other small point, should justice be denied to 
these gallantold soldiers. For one, (said Mr. K.) 
if thie amendment is not adopted, he should not 
be able to vote for the bill; and now, these 
soldiers, who were the companions in arms and in 
glory with Harrison and Miller, must be provided 
for, or Congress will be taxable with gross and 
crying injusuce. 

He withdrew the amendment at the request of 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, who renewed 
it, and yielded for a moment to 

Mr. GORMAN, who said, under the act ef 24th 
of December, 1811, these very men were entitled 
to bounty lands, and they » ho doubt, all re- 
ceived them years since. He held in his hand the 
aci of Congress to whieh he had alluded; it granted 








































Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, objected to | 
the reception of the amendment on two grounds: | 


and at the battle of ‘Tippecanoe, under General | 
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three months’ extra pay and one hundred and sixty 
acres of land. 

Mr. KING aaid, if the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi would allow him, he could read to the gentle- 
man from Indiana a letter of General Harrison’s, 
stating that these men had not been paid down to 
the date when he wrote, and it was known to all 
that they had not been paid since that time. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, renewed the 
amendment. He stated that the object of this 
amendment was to extend the bounty lands to 
another class, already provided for by the existing 
law. It was no new precedent. These persons 
were also provided for under the law now in force; 
and although there was nothing objectionable in 
the ter.or of theamendment, yet as it was altogether 
unnecessary, he should vote against it. He did 
not rise to enter into any discussion of the subject, 
but merely to state his opinion that the amend- 


ment was not necessary, and he hoped that it | 


would be rejected. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. IL[ARALSON offered the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 

“ Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That no transfer of 
land granted in virtue of this act, or any other law giving 
bounties of land to aoen-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, shall be valid unlessthe contract or agreement 
therefor, or letter of attorney giving power to sell or convey 
shall have been executed after the patents shall be issued 
and delivered to the persons entitled thereto.” 


Mr. HARALSON said his object in offering 


the améndment was to provide, as far as poasible, | 


against any frauds which might be attempted to 


be perpetrated upon the rightful owners of this | 


land; and in order to secure this object, he pro- 
posed not only that the warrant should issue in 
the name of the party who had done the ser- 
vice, but that it should be issued and delivered to 
him. Perhaps nine tenths of the frauds practiced 
under the bounty warrant act of lith February, 
1847, had originated in the failure to identify the 
soldier. 
frauds had been perpetrated, and that his amend- 
ment would go far to obviate them—that it would 
put the trial of the fraud in the courts of justice 


and give the advantage to the party to whom the | 


land was originally granted. 

A motion by Mr. FOWLER that the commit- 
tee rise, was rejected. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Haratson, and decided in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SACKETT moved the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 

And be it further enacted, That any inhabitant of the 
United States who shall file his affidatit with the Secretary 
of the Interior, that be is not the owner of any land or real 
estate or possessed of personal property of the value of one 
thousand dollars, and who shall, in his own proper person 
go into the actual possession of eighty acres or one hundred 
and sixty acres of the public lands, subject to private entry, 
and shall continue actnally to occupy and cultivate the 
same for the term of three years, shall be entitled to receive 
a patent therefor surrendering to him the title thereof in fee. 
And such occupantshall be entitled to hold such possession 
against any person or persons claiming or to claim the 
same; andthe land so occupied shall not be sold during 
such occupancy. The right to the poasession given under 
this act shall not be assignable, but 
descend to the widow and children of the occupant. Every 
person claiming title under this act, before he shall receive 
a patent therefor, shall pay into the Treasury, for eighty 
acres, three dollars, and for one hundred and sixty acres, 
five dollars, as the cost of survey and title papers. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, raised the | 


point that the amendment was incongruous, and 
irrelevant, and therefore out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point, and 
ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, appealed from the 
decision. 

After a brief conversation— 

The question was taken on the appeal, and deck 
ded in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment was held to be out of order. 

Mr. HOAGLAND offered the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 


-And provided further, That all soldiers actually mastered 
into the service of the United States, to serve in the late 
war with Mexico, who were taken to the seat of war, end 
discharged by reason of disability, but who have not re- 
ceived their bounty, because of the want of a certificate in 
due form, from a surgeon of the army, shall be entitled to, 
and receive the same quantity of land to which they would 
bave been entitled had they received such certificate. 


Mr. HOAGLAND said: Mr. Chairman, there 
has been such a variety of amendments intro- 
duced to the bill before the committee, that it is 
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He explained the mode in which these | 


rights under it shpil | 










with considerable degree of reluctance | 
the one which has just been read. Nolet toe 
ever, in good faith, without any desizn of incu, 
bering the bill, or embarrassing its passage. 

1 am in favor of the principles and main features 
of the bill, and shall vote for it—however much 
it may be mutilated—whether the amendment | 
offer prevails or not,—leaving the responaibilit 
to rest where it should, upon those who lates 
loaded it down withamendments, with a view and 
for the purpose of defeating it entirely. The digi. 
culty which is sought to be remedied by the amend. 
ment must be apparent to all. It is one that could 
not have escaped the notice of gentlemen who are 
conversant with the rules which have been adopied 
for the government of the Commissioner of Pen. 
sions, Sir, through inadvertence, negligence, o- 
perhaps misapprehension of acting surgeons of 
the army, many of your soldiers who have been 
discharged on their certificates and seit home by 
the authority of the Government, have not been 
able to avail themselves of that bounty which was 
doubtless intended to be provided for them. 

‘| Owing tothe very rigid rules which have been 
adopted by the departments, whena soldier has been 

discharged, before the expiration of the ume for 
|| which he agreed to serve, and the certificate which 
is required to accompany the discharge upon 
which it is predicated, does not exhibit the fact 
that the disability for which he had been dis. 
charged the service was incurred while in the ser- 
vice and subsequent to his enlistment, a warrant is 
denied him. 

This, sir, presents an exceedingly hard case— 
one of gross injustice to the soldier. Though he 
may have served almost the entire period of his 
enlistment, yet by reason of the certificate not ex- 
pressing what is required by the department, he 
must lose hia hard earnings. Sir, this is an out- 
rage which shquld not be tolerated—a remedy 
should be afforded without delay. The soldier 
who has served his country in good faith in the 
hour of need, should not be thus treated by the 
Government he has served. He should not be 
deprived of that allowance to which he is equita- 
bly entitled, because of a non-compliance by the 
officer appointed over him with technical forms 
which have been adopted through the tenacity of 
the head of the department through which his 
rights have to pass and be adjudicated. 

Sir, [am not talking at random when | say, that 
there have been instances of the kind to which { 
have alluded. A case of such unjust treatment 
occurred with a citizen soldier within the district 
which I have the honor to represent. A respecta- 
ble young man, of the vicinity in which I reside, 
soon after the news was received that General 
Taylor had been probably defeated at Buena Vista, 
went forward and tendered his services to his 
|| country. He left a home to which he was at- 
tached, and severed himself from relatives and 
friends who loved and cherished him, and took up 
the line of march to theseat of war. With a con- 
stitution vigorous and robust—one that seemed to 
defy privations and hardships—and, in the enjoy- 
|| ment of health, that seemed only capable of being 
interrupted by exposure incident to a soldier’s life 
in a foreign and unhealthy climate. He crossed the 
Gulf and disembarked near Matamoros, where dis- 
ease and affliction seemed to have awaited him. He 
was subsequently discharged by reason of his al- 
fliction, founded on the certificate of an assistant 
surgeon. He returned to his former home, and 
afterwards made application for what he con- 
ceived to be due him from the country he had suf- 
fered for. And how, think you, his application 
was met? Not that he had deserted his coun- 
try’s flag—no, for he had an honorable dis- 
eharge from the Colonel commanding the post, 
but that the certificate of the surgeon was not tn 
due form. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was rejected. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, offered the follow- 
ing amendment: 

“ And all the sailors and marines of the naval forces 
which have at any tine been engaged. in batile, with shore 
batteries, or forces of the enemy, where no prize money 
could be gained, or have actually served with the land forces 
ee eee 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, raised the 
point of order, that this amendment had substan- 
tially been offered before, and voted down; and 
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The CHAIRMAN overruled the objection, and 
decided the amendment in order. 

Mr. EVANS said: Gentlemen having voted on 
some propositions in favor of sailors, and having 
yferwards voted down others of a similar kind, 
upon the pretence that sailors were entitled to prize 
money, | have offered this amendment to test the 
sincerity of the arguments which have been ad- 

c . 
we jeretofore those of the naval service, who 
fought on land at Vera Cruz, have been provided 
for; let us see whether ov will refuse the gallant 
marine and sailor who fought elsewhere with your 
and forces against the enemy, the same bounty. 
Your pretence is, that you wish to provide for 
him who fought on land the battles of his country, 
or who fought where he could have no benefit of 
prizeemoney. I have provided for ell these classes 
in ny amendment, and now I wait to see it voted | 
down by the pretended friends of the soldier, but | 
who are really the friends only of those soldiers | 
who live in their own latitude, not of the gallant | 





soldiers of the whole country; and who, by their || 


original bill as well as by the affair cooked up in 
their caucus, or conclave of Saturday night, ex- 
clude every Maryland soldier. Yes, sir, 1 wait to 
see this amendment voted down, which provides 
for those gallant sailors and marines who, in the 
Tripolitan war, fought the enemy’s shore bat- 
tries, anchoring close under the hostile guns and 
silencing their thunder, where the heroes of the 
John Adams, of the Constitution and of the Phil- | 
adelphia, gained unwithering laurels, and were | 
the first to humble the arrogant buccaneers of the 
Mediterranean. 

| wait, sir, to see a provision for these heroes 
rejected. These, sir, were the men who first re- | 
fused tribute to the: pirates of the Barbary coast, 
when as yet it was paid by all European powers, 
and who, not contented with fighting forts with 
ships where no prize money was to be had, joined | 
the lund forces under General Eaton, marched 
through the deserts of Africa, dethroned one | 
Prince, and elevated another, and at last gave you 
an honorable and a glorious peace. Will you re- | 
fuse your bounty to these men? 

They had no chance for prize money. They 
fought side by side with the land forces. They 
are in similar condition precisely with those who, 
you say, should receive the bounty of Govern- 
ment, and I mean to test your sincerity with their 
cases, and to see how much of this proceeding is 
for Buncombe and how much for justice. But, 
sir, | know well enough how it is, and [ mean by 
these amendments that the record shall show it. 
You wish to make it appear that I and other gen- 
Uemen are against the soldier, when we are the 
friends of the soldier; and you wish to press 
through here ill-devised, partial, imperfect, 
schemes to reward those whom it suits you to 
reward, thrusting out two thirds of the merito- 
rious soldiers whom you ought to reward; men, 
who, as was the case in my own State, were en- 
gaged in repelling sudden incursions of the ene- 
my and in harassing him, being excluded by 
your caucus-hatched proposition,—men who were 
atall times on the shores of the Chesapeake ready 
for service at a minute’s warning being cut out by 
i, while particular classes who are pretty thickly 
settled in certain other parts of the country are 
included and rewarded. Such conduct, sir, is 
partial, and | am for no partial bill. Lam the 
friend of the soldier who defends his country, and 
1 will do justice to every such soldier, and not to 
4 few at the expense of the many, for- the benefit 
of land-sharks and speculators. 

Mr. CONRAD offered the following amend- 
ment: 


Be it further That one tenth of the net proceeds 
of the sales of ali publie lands in Louisiana shali be set 
apart to be applied under the direction of the Legizlaiure of 
sald State, to the maintenance of the levees or embank< 


ments on the banks of the Mississippi river, within the lim- 
ita Of enid e Mi ppi river, e lim 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, made the 
point that this amendment was irrelevant. 
The CHAIRMAN sustained the ‘point, and 
ruled the amendment out of order. 
he question recurring on the amendment of 
r. HupBARD— 
Calls for the on. 
Mr. CROWELL asked if the amendment had 
Printed? And on the supposition that it had 
not, suggested that the committee rise, and defer 
action until it could be printed and examined. 
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ing to be classed amongst them. If the gallant 
marines and sailors who served in the Florida 
war—if those who landed at Vera Cruz under a 
shower of shot from the artillery of the Castle are 
to be neglected and passed by, lam not willing tw 
be found amongst those who do it, No, sir, Lean- 
United States which served in the Piorida war, wits the || not appreciate the justice of such a discrimination. 
land forces, eighty acres to each man.”? t The generous, the brave tar, whose “march is 

Mr. EVANS said, that gentlemen need not be || over the mountain wave,” whose “home is on the 
impatient to hatch out their chickabiddy, there || deep,” shall never appeal in vain to me for his 
was time enough when all the amendments had || protection or his reward. Sir, gentlemen tell us 
been offered, for he would inform gentlemen of || that they have met here in an old-fashioned Dem- 
one piece of parliamentary law with which, per- || ocratic caucus on Saturday night and made a sub- 
haps, they were not acquainted, and it was that || stitute for this bil! which they are determined to 
no committee could rise and report a bill to the || pass. A Democratic caucus ought to make pro- 
House until all amendments had been offered | vision for equal distribution of the possessions and 
which any member desired to present.. That was || property of the public. Diseriminations are not 
the law. in good taste in a Democratic creed. 

And why is it, sir, that gentlemen show such If gentlemen think they have the power to pass 
impatience at having other persons included in this: bill, why, we must try our strength, and if 
their favorite project besides those they have been overcome, submit. 


Mr. McCLERNAND said, the amendment was 
not one which the friends of the bill were in favor 
of. - 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, offered the follow- 


« And there shall be granted to the naval forces of the 





I cannot conceive of the pro- 
pleased to pick out? Are none others worthy? or || priety of providing for living soldiers, and passing 
1s it that all the wisdom of bill making is confined || by the children of those who are dead. I cannot 
to a few individuals, I shall inform those gentle- || make the calamity of orphanage a pretext for ne- 
men very emphatically, and very decidedly, that || glect; neither can | understand the process of rea- 
there are other members who havea right to be || soning by which it is ascertained that services on 
heard beside themselves, and that 1, for one, mean || land are more honorable than services on the sea.. If 
to be, and of that they can assure themselves— || gentlemen are sincere in saying that the sailor will 
they therefore need not send out in such a hurry || not settle on, and therefore ought not to have 
to drum up their recruits, fora few more amend- || lands, why do they not require the soldier to 
menis are to be presented, of which this is one. _|| settle on his land? Why should one be author- 

Now, sir, already by this bill you have provided | ized to sell his land, and the other denied the priv- 
for the soldiers who foughtin Florida; And this || ilege? Why do gentlemen urge a policy which 
amendment proposes to grant to the sailors and || wil! bring down the price of land to a few cents 
marines who were engaged in the Everglades, and || an acre, and thus inflict a deep wrong on those 
elsewhere in that Peninsula in connection with the || who have bought the Government Jands at the 
land force, the same reward that the soldier is to || minimum price of a dollar and a quarter an acre, 
have. or the land warrants of those who served in the 

Side by side, sir, they contended together against || Mexican war, at sixty-two and a half cents an 
the savage foe; with equal gallantry they fought, || acre? If lands, on account of the great quantity 
with equal courage they conquered, and with equal || in the market, become exceedingly low, specula- 
bounty should they be rewarded. In justice you || tors will monopolize them; and one class of apec- 
cannot deny them what you have given to their || ulators will be enabled, by the action of this Gov- 
comrades; and sir, if there be any truth in the ar- || ernment, to ruin another. Sir, I will vote for no 
guments adduced by gentlemen in favor of those || bill which does not make a more equal and just 
who have fought their country’s battles, surely || division. Let the actual settler on the public 
these men ought not to be forgotten; at any rate, || lands, being an American citizen, who oceupies it 
sir, | mean to see how far those arguments are sin- || for five years, acquire a title to one hundred and 
cere, and | will again test it by this proposition, as || sixty acres. Open the domain to all the citizens 
I have by others thisday. Let us see whether you || of all the States. Let the lands be peopled. Take 
will reward all who have acted nobly and fought || away inducements to moropolize and speculate. 
bravely, or whether you will select a few to be the || Say to our young men and women, our widows 
recipients pac bounty—a bounty, sir, which is || and their children, who have no land—Come and 
first to be divided among land speculators and || occupy the public domain—cultivate it, and make 
greedy agents, in order that the poor soldier may || it your home for five years, and it shall be yours. 
be permitted to sit down to the fragments at the || This is a noble distribution, because it is a jOst 
second table. || one. 

He withdrew the amendment at the request.of || He withdrew the amendment at the request of — 

Mr. VENABLE, who renewed it, and said: Mr. MASON, who renewed it, and said, he 
Mr. Chairman, I regret that gentlemen who pro- || wished to make one remark. Gentlemen seemed 
fess to be the peculiar friends of this bill, should || to believe that the friends of the bill were disposed 
think it necessary to denounce those who do not || to use force of some kind to press it through, 
concur with them in the details; as the enemies of || All that they wanted was to take a fair vote upon 
the bill, as unfriendly to the claims of the worn- || all the amendments offered; he was willirg to sit 
out and dependent soldier. | am aware that a || here until midnight, if necessary, in acting upon 
flourish of trumpets.in favor of the soldier’s claims || amendments without debate. But they would 
—a touching appeal as to his title to the gratitude || like to finish the bill to-day, because there were 
of his country—a display of hia wounds, his de- || many other bills pressing upon the heels of it, 
crepitude and his poverty, pictures drawn from || which ought to be acted upon without delay. He 
the fancy of those who declaim about them, have || was for going through the business of Congress—- 
done much service in advancing those who have || the California bill and all others. Let them vote 
skill in this art, in public favor. But, sir, the || upon the amendments to this bill without debate. 
time when such appeals are efficient has well-nigh || All they asked of gentlemen was to continue here 
passed; and gentlemen who are so free in de- || a little while; if they chose to perfect, this bill, its 
nouncing those who are not ready to adopt their || friends would be obliged to them; if they were 
suggestions in the preparation of this bill, will do || trying, by amendmenis, to kill it, they would un- 
well to remember that oer voted against my prop- || derstand them. 
osition to give the old soldier a choice, either to While they were oceupying a great deal of time 
take land or money, valuing each acre at sixty-two || upon other subjects, they ought to spend a little 
and a half cents. | trme for the benefit of these old soldiers. If they 

We are gravely told by agentleman from Indiana || were poor, this grant of land would be worth a great 
(Mr. McDonatp] that the hypocritical maneuvre- || deal to them; if they were rich, this testimonial 
ing of gentlemen who, pretending to be friends to || of their country *s gratitude would be treasured by 
this bill, but seeking to incorporate amendments || them as a jewel during the remnant of their days. 
which may defeat it, is too thinly covered to be The question was taken, and the amendment 
any disguise. What are these amendments of || was rejected. 
which he speaks? Why,sir, to include reyolu- The question again recurred on the amendment 
tionary soldiers and their heirs—to include the gal- || of Mr. Husparp, asamended on motion of Mr, 
lant marine and sailor, and to give those whose || McLane. 
merits are so superior and whose claims are so || Pending the question— 
pressing, a choice of land or money. Sir, if those || On motion of Mr. Van Dyxe the committee 
who wish to extend the bepefits of this bill to ail || rose and reported. . 
classes of those who have exposed their lives in | After some conversation with the Speaker, as to 
the service of the country are its enemies, I am will- || the regular order of business, ‘ 
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Mr. BAYLY called for the regular order. 
Pending which— 
On motion, the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following memoriais and petitions were 
presented under the rule, and appropriately re- 
ferred: 


By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: Two petitions of 
236 citizens of omeepireniey gravee for a grant of land to 
the soldiers of the war with Great Britain. 

Also, two of citizens of Pennsylvania, for an al- 
teration of existing tariff laws. 

Aiso, the petition of citizens of McKean county, Pean- 
ayivania, for a mail-route from Carestown, via Mill Creek, 
Bvann’s Corners, Tristies’s Point, thence up the east side of 
Potnto Creek. 

Aso, the petition of citizens of Warren eounty, Pennsyl- 
vania, for a change in the mail-route from Titusville, Craw- 
ford county, to Perry, in Warren county, so that it shail pass 
by way of Enterprise and Holland, in Venango county. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Potter county, Penneyl- 
vania, for a mail-route from Cullersport, Potter county, 
Pennsylvania, to Wellavilie, in the State of New York. 

Hy Mr. MLLLSON: The petition of Nelson H. Hodges, 
heir of William Hodges, praying remuneration for te 
to property while in the occupancy of troops of the United 
States during the last war with Great Britain. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of John Barnes, praying 
for commutation pay and interest due the said Barnes, for 
hia services as a lieutenant during the revolutionary war. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER: The petition of F. E. Spinner 
and 120 others, citizens of Herkimer county, New York, 

aying Congress to establish the rate of postage on prepaid 

etiers at two cents per half ounce, or for the entire aboli- 
tion of the Government postal system. 

ity Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The remonstrance of 
Rovert Germany and 25 others, citizens of Amite county, 
Mis iseippi, against the removal of the land office from 
Washingion, in that State, : » Monticello, in the same State. 

By Mr. MEACHAM: The petition of J. A. Beckwith and 
160 citizens of Middleburg, and Thomas Fuller and 35 citi- 
zens of Ripten, Vermont, asking a change in the revenue 
laws of 1846, 

By Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee: The memorial of the 
Mayor and Aldermen of Memphis, praying the establishment 
of 4 marine bospital at that place. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of Mrs. Rachel 
Maule, asking indemnity for French spoliations previous 
to 1800. 

By Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts: The petition of Ly- 
man Kinsley and 149 others, citizens of Canton, in Massa- 
chusetts, praying for an additional duty on iron. 

By Mr. CALVIN; The petition of Andrew J. Hunter and 
29 others, citizens of Blair ame, Pennsylvania, praying for 
a modification of the tariff of 1846. 

Aiso, the petition of E. McGraw, George Fisher, and 


27 ouers, citizens of Blair county, Pe eeeraning also pray- 
iog for a modification of the tariff of ‘ 


IN SENATE. 
Mowpar, June 24, 1850. 


Mr. HUNTER presented the credentials of the 
honorable R, W. Barnnwext, appointed by the 
Governor of South Carolina to fill the vacancy oc- 
casioned by the death of the honorable Franguin 
Hi Exmore, which were read, 

Mr. Barwwece was then duly qualified and took 
his seat. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. HALE presented a petition from citizens 
of Gaines and Barre, Orleans county, New York, 
asking the repeal of all laws by which slavery or 
the slave trade is sanctioned in the District of 
Columbia, or in default thereof that the seat of 
Government be removed to some more suitable 
lecation, + 

Also, one to the like effect from citizens and 
eloctors residing in Rome, Lenawee county, in the 

tate of Michigan. 

° Also, one to the like effect, from citizens of Lon- 
donderry, Rockingham county, New Hampshire. 

Also, one to the like effect, from citizens of 
South Reading, in the county of Middlesex, in the 
State of Massachusetts; all of which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Also, from citizens and electors of Rome, Lena- 
wee county, Michigan, and from citizens of 
Stockbridge, Berkshire county, Massachusetts, 
asking that slavery and the slave trade may be 
expreasty prohibited by act of Congress in all 
the territertes of the United States; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, from citizens of Londonderry, Rocking- 
hem county, in the State of New Hampshire; from 
citizens of e, Lenawee county, Michigan, and 
from citizens of Stockbridge, Berkshire county, 
Massachusetts, asking that no State may hereafter 
he admitted into the Union whose constitution 
does not prohibit slavery; all of which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 3 ; 

Also, from citizens of South Reading, Middlesex 
county, Massachusetts; from citizens of Rome, 


Lenawee county, Michigan; from citizens of Stock- 
bridge, Berkshire county, Massachusetts; from 
citizens of Londonderry, Rockingham county, 
New Hampshire; and from citizens of Roonton, 
Morris county, New Jersey, asking that, when an 
arrest is made of fugitive slaves in any State other 
than where service is claimed, he shall not be 
delivered except on the finding of a jury that he is 
the slave of the claimant; all of which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill granting 
to the State of Wisconsin a donation of public lands 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from the city 
of Milwaukee to the Mississippi river, reported 
the same back with an amendment. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of Susan Coody and others, asking indemnity for 
losses sustained in consequence of depredations 
committed by United States troops, submitted a 
favorable report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition 
and papers of Priscilla Prewitt, submitted a report, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 
a bill for the relief of the heirs and representatives 
of Uriah Prewitt, deceased. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the resolution to print 
the additional report of the Secretary of War on 
the geology and topography of California, reported 
in favor of printing 5,000 additional copies of the 
same; which was agreed to. 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. CLEMENS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled 
** An act to cede the public lands remaining unsold 
the Ist day of January, 185-, to the States in 
which they lie respectively, and for other pur- 
poses,” as follows: 

“ Sec. 1. Be it enacted. §c., That all the public lands re- 
maining unsold on the Ist day of January, 185-, shall be, and 
the same are hereby ceded to the States in which they lie, 
respectively. 

“Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That the public re- 
cords, books, maps, and papers belonging to any of the Jand 
offices in any of the States shal! be turned over to such per- 
son or persons as the Governor of each >tate may direct. 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That each State shall 
regulate the mode and manner of sales of public lands with- 
in its limits after the Ist day of January, 185-; as also the 
price at which the same shall be sold. 

“Sec. 4. And be tt further enacted, That one third of the 
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proceeds arising from the sale uf public Jands in each State |! 


shall be invested in stock of works of internal improvement 
within the same; and one third of said proceeds shall be 
applied to the establishment of common schools under the 
direction of the Legislamre ; and the remaining third shall 
be applied in such manner as the Legislature of each State 
may direct.’’ 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. BENTON, in pursuancerof notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of John Edsall; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. . 

Mr. FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend the act 
entitled ** An act to raise for a limited time aw ad- 
ditional military force, and for other purposes,”’ 
approved February 11, 1847; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. RUSK gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row, or some early day thereafter, ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill to provide for raising additional regi- 
ments of dragoons. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Numerous adverse reports, about eighteen in 
number, heretofore noticed, were taken up and 
concurred in. > 

MILITARY RESERVATION IN MINNESOTA. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, there is a bill 
on the table, which was ordered to its third read- 
ing some time ago, relative to the boundaries of 
the military reservation in Minnesota. After it had 
been read a third time, it was postponed at the re- 

uest of the chairman of the Committee on Public 
Lantos (Mr. Feteu,) who wished to investigate 
the subject. After investigation, he has deter- 
mined to offer an araendment to the bill. As the 
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bill is on its final passage, that can only be done 
“ine dean teen hii tl 
i i bi 
duce and define the boundaries of the Min, 
a = ae Peter’s droge the Territory of 
inneso to secure is 
settlers thereon. rahe — 
Mr. FELCH asked unanimous consent to jn. 
troduce an amendment to the bill, consisti of 
steal sections, acopy uf which could not be pro- 


cured, 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, I did not hear the 
reading of the amendment very distinctly, | have 
looked at the bill, however, and to my mind there 
is an eee objection to its passage. | would 
ask the Senator from Michigan, whether his 
amendment proposes to strike out that portion of 
the bill which gives. preémptien rights to individ. 
uals who are occupying the public property and 
the improvements made by the United States? |, 
it does not, the bill will be every way objection. 
able. I believe that recently some individuals haye 
claimed preémption rights for and occupy a por. 
tion of the public property which had been jn. 
proved. Under this bill, they will be entitled io 
preémption rights. Now, is it the design, is it the 
intention of those who framed the bill, to give pre- 
emption rights to individuals who have recently 
by permission of the Government, occupied a por. 
tion of the improved public property of the United 
States? 

I suppose that the officers of the United States 
stationed there, have from time to time given per- 
mission to some individuals to settle near the 
garrison, in order to obtain from them the neces. 
sary supplies. As far as such persons are con- 
cerned, although, strictly speaking, they would 
not be entitled to preémption rights, I should not 
be disposed to throw any obstacle in the way of 
giving them —_ rights. But where the 

overnment of the United States have erected the 
necessary buildings for the protection of the people 
around that fortification, there seems to me to be 
no earthly propriety in giving such individuals 
peenene righta to valuable lands. [ wish the 

onorable Senator would say whether the bill, as 
he proposes to amend it, would embrace cases of 
that sort? 

Mr. FELCH. Mr. President, I will state the 
nature of the proposed amendment, which state- 
ment will, I believe, answer the inquiry of my 
friend from Alabama. The bill as it was originally 
reported, provided for preémption rights to all the 
settlers. It also provided for preémption rights to 
such individuals as had settled on the reservation, 
but who were driven off by the officers. Now, 
there is a settlement there made by a fur company, 
around which have gathered several indivddons 
who are not connected with the fur company. | 
provide, by the amendment, that such settlers 
shall have the benefit of the general law which 
relates to settlers on the public lands in towns. The 
general law grants a preémption right to the author- 
ities of a county to lay out a village. 

Another provision of the amendment is, that 
these settlers shall have the same rights as if these 
lands had not been reserved. The general preémp- 
tion law does not apply to the case of a reserva- 
tion. Therefore, on removing to a reservation, 
the settlers would have no general law to govern 
the subject of oe rights. The amend- 
ment provides for having the general law to regu- 
late the subjectof preémption rights. 

Now, one word with regard to the facts of the case 
cited by the Senator from Alabama. The War De- 
partment have been under the i ion, that the 
treaty under which a portion of this reservation 
was occupied, provided for the lands being sold for 
none other than military purposes. I have looked, 
however, at a uent treaty, and | find no 
such provision there. I do not, therefore, think 
that th@re is any difficulty in the way. 

_l was not sati with this provision of the 
bill as it originally stood. I think we should ap- 
ply the principles of liberality and justice to these 
wena. f a that bringing them within ” 
general rule for preémption rights, wou 
Gna sueeniines aasues to them, and would be 
doing no injustice to others. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, the Senator - 
not answer my question. My inquiry was, whe- 
ther, if this amendment should be favorably acted 
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ved States, by permission of the Government 
Cait Oeited ees. If that is the case, L ask if 
the Senate are prepared to give individuals a pre- 

on 
cat ecutled under permissions recently obtained 

the Government? If they are not prepared 
ip do that, they cannot vote for the amendment of 
the honorable Senator from Michigan. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 

‘eet to the consideration of the amendment? 

Mr. KING 1 did not intend to interpose a 
veto upon the amendment. I shail not object to 
it, if it be the pleasure of the Senate so to amend 
the bill. It is, however, a very unusual course to 
propose any material amendment after the third 
reading of a bill. But as a material amendment 
has here been offered, | think the best course 


would be to recommit the bill, in order that we | 


may have an opportunity of examining it. 

Several Senators. Move a recommitment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, | think 
theamendment of the Senator from Michigan too 

important to acton immediately. I think it best 
that the whole matier should lie on the table that 
the amendment may be printed. 

[think there isa great deal of force in the ob- 
servations of the Senator from Alabama against 
granting preémption rights to individuals who have 
recently, by permission of the Government, set- 
tled on lands worth perhaps ten or twelve dollars 

rac. [i move to lay the whole matter on the 
table for the present. 

Several Senators. Let the bill be recommitted. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, Then 1 will withdraw 
my motuon. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, the regular 
mode of proceeding would be to recommit the bill. 
lis now on its passage. If it be ordered to lie 
on the table, whenever it shall be called up, it will 
be in the same condition as it is now. It cannot 
be amended but by unanimous consent. It is quite 
uncommon to have so very largea class of amend- 
ments offered to a bill at its last stage, when, if 
one objection be made, an amendment cannot be 
received. With the consent of the persons inter- 
ested, | would move that the bill be recommitted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The bill was reported from 
the Committee on Territories. I have doubts, 
however, as to the propriety of recommitting it to 
thatcommitiee, If it is to be recoramitted, iet it 
be to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I will move, then, to re- 
commit the matter to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I 
have heard no explanation given yet toshow why 
this reserve is not wanted for military purposes. 
If it be not wanted for-military purposes, then we 
might consider what ought to be done with it. 
Then | should be in favor of instructing the Com- 
mittee on Pablic Lands to bring ina bill for the 
sale of these lands at public auction. 

This is not a case of preémpition grants. We 
grant preémption rights to the pioneers of the for- 
est, to enable them to bring lands into market by 
settling upon them, This is a case of a man set- 
tng under the protection of the American garrison, 
who derived, from the presence of that garrison, 
benefit which fully countervailed whatever ex- 
penses he might have incurred. The case does 
hot come within the principle upon which we 
grant preémption rights at all. The buildings of the 
garrison were erected at the expense of the Gov- 
ernment. These individuals should not have any 
Preémption rights at all, According to the Sena- 
‘or from Michigan, these persons have been settled 
sbout the fur company at the mouth of the St. 
Peter’s river. Then they are amply protected, 
and need no preémption right. There seems to 
tion vat no case calling for the grant of preémp- 

ts. 

Mr. FELCH. Mr. President, I merely wish 
tomake one remark in answer to a statement of 
my friend from Alabama. He asked me a ques- 
“ion in relation to the operation of my amendment. 
l answered him by saying that the amendment 
brings the individuals to whom he refers within 
the provisions of the law of 1841. ‘That law re- 
quires @ certain of time, a certain amount 
of improvement aid cultivation, before its benefit 


s received. The rights of these if this 
amendment nde? wena : 


1841, 
raised. 


on the liw of 


and er no other that could be 


right to valuable property on which they | 





| to this resolution. 


I have no objection to the recommitment of this 
bill to the Committee on Territories or to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. This bill was origi- 
nally re d from the Committee on Territories, 
and perhaps that would be the more appropriate 
committee. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. [think the more appropriate 
committee would be the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

The question being taken on the motion to re- 
commit the bill to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, it was agreed to. 

ADMISSION TO THE FLOOR OF THE SENATE. 

On motion by Mr. HALE, the Senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of the following resolution, 
reported by the committee apglincee to inquire 
into the propriety of amending the 47th rule of the 
Senate, relating to admission to the floor: 


*“ Blank tickets, equal to the number of the Senators for 
the time being, shall be prepared, and one ticket may be 
issued under the direction of the Vice President, by such 


on which ticket his name shall be endorsed, and which 
ticket shall entitle the person to whom it may be delivered 
to admission on the floor of the Senate.” 


The VICE PRESIDENT stated the question 
to be on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. FOOTE. I call the attention of Senators 
It is one of great importance. 

Mr. HALE. I willstate briefly the object of the 
committee in making this report, and | will mention 
that it was made unanimously. It is manifest 
that there are a great many persons who obtain 
admission to the floor who are not entitled to it 
underthe rules. Some Senators are fastidious and 
will not admit any, but others put a different con- 
struction on the rule, and admit as many as they 
please. The committee thought that while we 
have rules they should be observed, and that 
every Senator should have the same privilege of 
admitting to the floor. No better plan presented 
itself to the committee for remedying this evil than 
the one reported. Each Senator is to be entitled 
to one ticket daily, admitting one person; the tick- 
ets to be prepared and placed in the hands of such 
officer as the Vice President shall direct; and when 
that ticket has performed its duty, the Senator’s 
privilege of admission is over. This plan is not 
liable to the objection urged by the Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. Arcnison] the other day, that a 


| Senator could not oblige more than one friend on 
one day, because the ticket is good for the whole 


day, and will admit one friend for a part of the 
day afd another for another part. 

Mr. BADGER. | think that something ought 
to be done upon this subject, but 1 am not satis- 


fied with the plan réported by the committee, and | 


1 would suggest that the resolution should lie over 
till to-morrow, that we may have time to consider 
what amendment had better be made to it. I 
move that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope not. This matter has 
been long under consideration, and has been re- 
peatedly discussed. Thé committee examined 
the subject in all its bearings, and came unani- 
mously to the conclusion embodied in this resolu- 
tion. I do hope it will be adopted atonce. There 
is a very attractive debate now in progress, and | 
trust we shall give those of our fellow-citizens 


| 


who may wish to hear it, an opportunity of being - 


present without further delay. 1 understand the 
resolution is so worded as so enable Senators to 
exercise some discrimination not only with regard 
to the individuals they will introduce, but also 
with regard to sex. The word * person’’ is used, 
not “gentieman.”” I hope, under all the circum- 
stances, the Senator from North Carolina will 
withdraw his motion and allow us to act on the 
report at once. 

Mr. BADGER. I am very. far from being sat- 
isfied with the plan, and I shall therefore’ preas 
my motion, 

Mr. KiNG. It is searcely worth while for me 
to say that | am opposed to the adoption of this 
resolution. Everybody admits the inconvenience 
of having our Chamber crowded, and everybody 
admits that that inconvenience ought to be reme- 
died, Some time ago we appointed a committee to 
inquire into this subject, and the result was that ad- 
miasion under the rules was confined to a certain 
class of individuals, who, together with the mem- 
bers of the House of tatives who want 
to came here occasionally to listen to our debates, 
iny as our réom can well accomo- 
date. For a time the rule was rigidly enforced, 
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and was found to work wel). but after a while 
people began to fleck in upon us, and it becomes 
necessary to have the rule again adhered to. /t 
has been enforced, and | think we getalong a great 
deal betternow. I have no desire to have a ticket. 
{ know very well that so far from giving satisfac- 
tion to my friends when they come here, 1 shall 
have to disappoint a dozen when I gratify one. I 
should m prefer that the Vice President be 
authorized to admita limited number of persons 
daily, and I hope the resolution will be so amend- 
ed. I hope you will not force upon me a ticket 
which I do not wish for, and which | cannot use 
without trouble and annoyance. 

Mr.CLAY. Mr. Preaideat, the resolution pro- 
poses, I believe, to provide for persons coming 
into the Senate. I should much prefer it if it pro- 
vided some mode of getting out of the Senate, io 
go home. I shall vote for it however, with great 
pleasure. But the time of day has come jor pro- 


cdiaet ap be inay danignate, 10.s00h Senator as bic teeuen,.|| ceeding to the consideration of the special order, 


and I therefore move io lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The resolution was then laid on the table. 

THE COMPROMISE BILL. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill for the admission of California aa a 
State into the Union, to establish territorial gov- 
ernments for Utah and New Mexico, and making 
proposals to Texas for the establishment of her 
western and northern boundaries. 

Mr. DOUGLAS gave notice of his intention to 


| offer the following amendment when an opportu- 


nity should present itszif; and on his motion, it 
was ordered to bo printed. . 
_ Amend the first section by adding the follow- 
ing: 

** And Congress doth hereby consent that new States, not 
exceeding two in number, in addition to the said State of 
California, and having sufficient population, may hereafter, 
by the conaent of said Stat, be formed out of the territory 


| thereof, which shall be received into the Union on an equal 


footing with the original States in all respects whatseorver, 
with such constitution as the people of each State askin 

admission shall adopt: Provided, that no provision thereat 
shall be repugnant to the Constitution of the United Srates ; 
and one of said new States, to be called the State of Secia- 
mento, shail be formed north of a line to be drawn from a 
point where the 39th parallel of latitade intersects the east- 
ern bound ury of said State to the head of the Saisun Bay, 
midway between the mouths of the rivers San Joaquin and 
Sacramente, thence through the centre of said bay, the 
straits of Karzuines, aud the bays of San Palle and San 
Francisco to the ocean; and the other of said new States, 
to be called the State of Colorado, shalt be formed south of 
a line from a. point where the 117th degree of weat longitude 
intersects the northeastern boundary of said State ro the 


| junction of the Sierra Nevada with the coast range of moun 


tains, thence due west to the ocean.”’ 

Mr. SOULE. I now move the amendment 
which I had the honor to lay on the table the other 
day, and ask that it may be read by the Secretary. 

The amendment was then read as follows: 

After the word ‘‘ Government,’ in the title of 
the bill, insert the words “ South California,”’ 
and strike out the first, second, and third sections 
of the bill, and insert the following: 


“ Be it enacted, §c., That as soon as California shall have 
passed in convention an ordinance providing— 

« That she relinquishes al) title or claim to tax, dispose of, 
or in any way to interfere with the primary disporal by the 
United States of the public domain within her huaits; 

“That she will not interpose her authority and powrr #0 
as to distarb of impede any control which tie Unite: States 
may deem advisable to exercise over such districts in the 
mining regions, either now discovered or to be discovered 
hereafter, as may be included in any lawful grant made to 
private individuals or to corporations prier to the cession of 
California to the United States; 

* That the lands of the noa-residents shall never be taxed 
higher than those of residents ; 

* That the navigabie waters shall be open and free te all 
citizens of the United Status, those of California included } 

« That the southern limits shall be restrieted tw the Mis- 
souri compromise line, (36° 30’ north latitude; ) 

*“ And as soon as she shall have produced to the President 
of the United States satizfactory and authentic evidence 
that the terms here set forth have been folly and exactly 
complied with, the President of the United Suites be and he 
is hereby authorized and requested, without any further ac - 
tion on the part of Congress, to issue his promiamation de. 
claring that Cajifornia ie, and that she shall thereupon be 
admitted into the Union upon an equal fdoting with the 
original States in ali respects whatsoever. 

“Sec. 2, Be it enacted, ¥c., That such portion of the rev- 
enue collected in the ports of California as may remain un- 
expended at the time of the issuing of thw President's 

lamation as aforesaid, shall be paid over to the said 
State of California. 

“Sec. 3. Be it enacted, ¥c., That the Senators and Repre- 
sentatives elect now before Congress for the said State of 
Calffornia shall be entitled to reevive, and -ball receive the 
miteage and the per diem pay allowed to the Delegate from 
the Territory of Oregon, {rom the day that the message of 
the President transmitting the constitution of Califernia 
wed by Congress. 
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* Sec. 4. Be it enacted, fe the country lying be- 
tween the 30° 3) of north atitade, and the boundary line 
hetween Mexico and the United States established by the 
treaty of Guadalape Hidaigo, and extending from the Pacific 
to the Sierra Nevada, shall constitute a Territory under the 
riame of the Territory of South California, and shall be 
organised as such under the provisions of this bill applying 
ia the Territory of Uush, (changing names where they ought 
to be changed,) in all respects whatsoever, and shall, when 
ready, able, and willing to become a State, and desiring to 
be such, be admitted into the Union, with or without sla- 
very, a8 the people thereof may desire and mnke known 
through their constitation.”’ 


Mr. SOULE addressed the Senate in support of || 


his amendment for more than an hour and a half. 


A report of his remarks will be given in the Ap- || 


pendix. 


The further consideration of the subject was | 


postponed until to-morrow, and 


And after some time spent therein, the Senate 
adjourned, . 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Toeepay, June25, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


THE SPEAKER'S TABLE. 


mulation of such Senate bills on the Speaker’s ta- 
bie as would not give rise to debate; it was import- 
ant that they should be read and referred. 


up the basiness on the Speaker’s table, if it were 


done without condition as to debate; if otherwise, | 


he objected ‘ 


The SPEAKER stated that a large amount of | 
business had accumulated on the Speaker’s table, || 
being messages from the departments and Senate | 


bilis. Ifthe House by unanimous consent agreed 
to proweed todispose of it, they might pass it by 
at any time and call for the special order of the 


day. The difficulty consequent upon the accumu- || 


iation of business on the Speaker's table had 
= out of the fact that there was no morning 


our so long as special orders of the day contin- | 


ued, and until reports were called for during the 
ceed to the business on the Speaker’s table 


to this business. 
BOUNTY LANDS. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, moved that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
atate of the Union, toresume the consideration of 
the bounty land bill. 

Mr. HARALSON asked and obtained leave to 
withdraw from the files the papers of W. J. Han- 
son, to be referred to the department. 

Pending the motion of Mr. Cosn— 


THE GALPHIN CLAIM. 


Mr. BURT rose and said he believed this day 
was some timesince assigned for the consideration 
of the report of the select committee upon the sub- 
jeet with which the Secretary of War, Governor 
Crawford, was connected, commonly known as 
the Galphin claim. He was very unwilling to in- 
terfere with any business in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; but he felt it to 
be his daty, in justice to the high functionary who 
was concerned in that investigation, to insist upon 


the special order of business in the House, and he | 
hoped the House would not thrust itaside forany | 


other matter, 


House the condition of the business of the House 
in regard to the two special orders that are pend- 
ing. ‘The special order in regard to the bounty 
iand bill, as it is termed, is the oldest special order, 
and therefore, in the opinion of the Chair, has 

recedence over the special order in the House. 
if the House shail not go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on the specia! or- 
der in commiitee, the Galphin report is the special 
order of the day, and will be the first and the only 
business ia the House that can be transacted until 
that is disposed of, . The other, however, being 
the oldest apecial order, in the opinion of the 
Chair, authorized the motion to into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on. the state of the Union to be 
made. if it were not the oldest special order, the 
House could not resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, pending the 


special order in the House. 


| 
i} 
| 
i} 
i 





i 


| 
| 
1 
1] 


| 


The gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Coss,}) has moved that the rules 
of the House be suspended, and that the House go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union on the bounty land bill; the Chair enter- 
tains the motion, and the question is first upon 
agreeing to it. 

Mr. BURT. 1 desire to inquire of the Chair 


whether there is not a special order for to-morrow, 


| of a privileged character, which will override all 


other epecial orders, either in the House or in 
committee? And whether, if the special order in 
the House for to-day be not taken up, it may not 
be a considerable time before it can again be 
reached ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, in re- 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate pro- || ply to the gentleman from South Carolina, that 


eveded to the consideration of executive business | 


there is no special order for to-morrow, but that the 


| further consideration of the report of the Commit- 


tee on Elections relative to the contested election 


| from the first congressional district of the State 
|| of lowa, was postponed until to-morrow: the 
|| Chair is decidedly of the opinion that that report, 


| 


i 


} 


; 


| 
| 


i] 
i 


| } 


i 
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|| involving a question of privilege, must take pre- 

| cedence of either of the special orders. 
shall have been disposed of, the report of the se- | 

|| lect committee to which the gentleman from South 

Mr. BOWLIN asked the unanimous consent of || 

the House to take up and dispose of a large accu- || 


After that 


Carolina refers, will come up as a special order 
from day to day, as it is presented this morning. 


bill ? 

The SPEAKER. It does to-day: to-morrow 
the report of the Committee of Elections, involving 
a question of privilege, will override both. 

The question being on the motion of Mr, Cons, 
of Alabama— 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 

Mr. BURT moved a call of the House, remark- 


| ing that the House was thin, and he wished a 


full vote on the question; and on that motion he 
demanded the yeas and nays. 
Tellers were asked and ordered, on the question 


| of ordering the yeas and nays, and Messrs. Roor 


and McQueen were appointed. 
The question was taken, and the tellers reported 


| 36 in the affirmative. 
morning hour, it was not in order to move to pro- || 


So the yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 


|| taken, were—yeas 62, nays 115. 
Mr. PRESTON KING objected to proceeding || 


So the House refused to order a call. 
The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 


| Copp, was taken, and decided in the affirmative— 
| yeas 118, nays 76; as follow: + 


YEAS—Messers. Alvertson, Allen, Anderson, Averett, 
Baker, Bay, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, 
Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, napa ie 
B. Butler, G. A. Caldwell, Calvin, Cartter, Casey, Cling- 
man, Cole, Corwin, Dickey, Dimmick, Doty, Dunham, 
Durkee, Edmundson, Alexander Evans, Ewing, Feather- 
ston, Fitch, Freediey, Fulier, Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, 


|| Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Hampton, Haralson, Har- 
| lan, Isham-G. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, Hoag- 
| land, Howe, Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, J. W. Jackson, J. L. 
| Johuson, Jones, Julian, Preston King, La Seré, Leffler, Lit- 
| tlefield, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, MeCiernand, McDon- 


} 
} 


} 





| ald, McDowell, McGaughey, McLanahan, R. M. McLane, 
| McQueen, McW 


ittie, Meacham. Miller, Morehead, Morris, 
Morse, Vids, Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Pret s, Phoenix, Pit- 


| man, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, 
| Ross, Savage, Shepperd, Spaulding, F. P. Stanton, R. H. 
| Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
| James ‘Thompson, John B. Thompson, William ‘Thompson, 
| Underhill, Venabie, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, 
| Wentworth, White, Wildrick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood- 
| ward, and Young—118. 


NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Bayly, Beale, Ben- 


| nett, Bingham, Bocock, Bokee, Brooks, Burt, Chester But- 


ler, J. P. Caldwell, Campbell, Chandler, Clarke, Conger, 
Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Disney, Dixon, Nathan Evans, 


| Fowler, Gerry, Gou, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hay, Heb- 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will state te the Howard, Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
| J mes G. King, John A. King, Horace Mann, Matteson, 


bard, Henry, Hibbard Hilliar’, Holladay, Holmes, Houston, 


McKissock, McMullen, Meade, Millson, Moore, Morton, 
Nelson, Newell, Otis, Outiaw, Reyoolds, Risley, Rockwell, 
Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, School- 
craft, Seddon, Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, 
Sweetser, Thurman, Toombs, Van Dyke, Wellborn, Whit- 
tlesey, Wilson, and Wiuthrop—76. 


BOUNTY LANDS. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Ricwarpson in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the bill “ providing for soidiers of 
the war of 1812, 1813, 1814, and 1815, with Great 
Britain; the Indian wars of 1811; the (Florida) 
Seminolean war of 1835, 1836, &c.; and the war 
known as General Wayne’s, of 1792 to 1795, that 
have not heretofore been provided for.’’ 

The question pending was on the amendment 


ee 
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of Mr. Hussagp, as amended on motion F 
ee eae day. » Mr. 
_ Mr. , of Maryland, moved th 

ing amendment to the amendment: = fille, 


“ Provided, areas of this act shall ex. 
Ser. 
any 
of ‘theit 


tended to all soldi 


be 
vice, who may have we 


pare _ length 
invasion, or who may actually hee been fn toy tee 
skirmish, or who may have borne arms in defence 
ecountry.”” 

Mr. EVANS said he did not intend to take 
much of the time of the committee. He had Chas 
to the conviction that the granting away the public 
lands had become inevitable. He would, there. 
fore, content himself with simply recording hig 
vote, after endeavoring, as far as he could to 
render the bill so comprehensive as to take in all 
classes. It had been his intention, Originally, to 
oppose the bill se he regarded it as lookin, to 
a breach of the public faith, and as likely to ith. 
pair the public revenue. But if he could see the 
bill now so amended as to take in the class em. 
braced in his amendment, he would pledge him. 
self to offer no further proposition. Since. it has 
been determined in conclave to force this )jlj 
through, and to give away the public lands, he 
would make no further opposition to it. It had 
been charged that these amendments will kill the 
bill. But he did not consider that they ought to 


|| do so. 

Mr. INGE. The special order on the Galphin | 
| case takes precedence of everything else except 
|| the bount 
Mr. JONES said he had no objection to taking | 


Mr. McCLERNAND wished to ask a question 
of the gentleman from Maryland. Did he nog 
bring forward amendments for the purpose of de 
stroying the bill? 

Mr. EVANS replied that he did. He had at. 
tempted to make the bill so comprehensive as that 
none of its friends would be willing to take it, 
But now that it has been resolved. in secret meet 
ing that the bill shall pass, since these lands are 
to be given away, he was desirous that the boon 
should benefit as large a number as practicable, 
He referred to the amendment submitted by the 
gentleman from Georgia, for the protection of the 
soldiers against fraudulent speculators. It was a 
very proper amendment, and he thanked the gen- 
tleman for bringing it forward; but it was voted 
down. 

He withdrew the amendment at the request of 

Mr. WALDO, who renewed the amendment and 
said: Mr. Chairman, | have renewed the motion 
of the gentleman from Maryland, to enable me t 
state the principles that will govern my action 
upon the matter now before the committee. And 
in the first place, 1 must premise that | am op- 
posed to his proposition, because it embraces a 
term of service too short to be entitled to any gra- 
tuity. No person who served in the war of the 
Revolution for a period less than six months, has 
ever received a pension, and in analogy to this 
principle, no land should be given to the soldiers of 
other wars, who have not served the same length 
of time. The proposition of the gentleman from 
Maryland embraces those who. were mus 
into service, without any regard to the time they 
served, and makes the soldier of one day, equal to 
him who served for six months. I know, sir, that 
many of the friends of the measure now before 
the committee favor this proposition, while others, 
of which number I am one, maintain that bounty 
land should only be given for six months’ service. 
But for the purpose of uniting the friends of a com- 
mon cbject upon common ground, most of us 


have agreed to supporta bill limiting the minimum 


service at three months. : 

| have been compelled, Mr. Chairman, to give 
this subject some thoughts during the past winter, 
inasmuch as several petitions, numerously signed, 
asking for legislation. in behalf of the soldiers of 


the war of 1812, have been referred to the com- © 


mittee of which I am a member, and have there 
been very fully discussed. The result of that dis 
cussion is contained in a report and bill presented 
y the committee to the House, which isnow 

ing in the Commitee. of the Whole on the state 
of me Union. Our sepminations ee “a ” 
into the organization of the arm an 

examined every statute colar aa it was au- 
thorized. We found that the whole number of 
men authorized to be raised by enlistment, constir 
tuting the regular army, 


thousand. Of this number, about forty thousand 


were authorized to be raised by acts of Conxress 


granting bounty lands to the recruits, and about 
twenty thousand by statutes that did not give 
bounty land, Those only who enlisted for five 


eae Se 


amounted to about sixty 
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